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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This deliverable contains the organization of the 2" Symposium of RICH Europe project that took place on
the 25™ - 26™ February 2026, in the Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale di Rome, Italy. It explains the organization,
the principal conclusions of the different sessions and the main lessons learned.

The organisation of the Symposium is under the Work package WP3 — Tools and services for stakeholders,
which aims to enhance the quality of knowledge of Rl stakeholders who are potentially interested in
benefitting from Horizon Europe Rl funding opportunities. One of the main activities of this WP is the
organisation of Research Infrastructures Symposiums (Task 3.4).

The Symposium consisted in two keynote speakers, one in the opening and other in the closure, from ESFRI
and the European Commission respectively, followed by four consecutive plenary sessions, with the following
thematic areas:

- Session I: Interoperability, cooperation and Synergies among Rls

- Session Il: Research Infrastructures synergies with Clusters of Pillar Il, HE Programme
- Session lll: Synergies with other programmes and Stakeholders

- Session IV: Synergies between Rl funding instruments

In the first day, the two plenary sessions were followed by four thematic corners:

e Corner 1: Transnational Access (TNA) Corner - How to access to TNA

e Corner 2: EU Mission Corner - How Rls and Tls can support the EU Missions

e Corner 3: Industry Corner - What Rls and Tls can offer to industry?

e Corner 4: International Cooperation Corner - Research Ecosystem in third countries

This Symposium had the following objectives: (1) Promote systemic synergies across European Rls and with
key Horizon Europe instruments. (2) Showcase successful models of synergy among Rls, partnerships and
clusters. (3) Promote the involvement of the Rls in other parts of the Horizon Europe programme. (4) Enhance
European Research Infrastructures (RIs) synergies to foster scientific excellence and innovation (5) Analyse
how European research infrastructures can be used more effectively in collaboration with other Horizon
Europe instruments and other EU scientific programmes and initiatives. (6) Identify practical pathways for
reinforcing cooperation between Rls and other EU instruments. (7) Facilitate dialogue among stakeholders
to align strategic priorities and maximise the added value of Rls across policy levels. (8) Support capacity
building and skills development to enable more effective participation of Rls in EU programmes. (9) Promote
interoperability and data sharing between Rls and other EU-funded initiatives to accelerate scientific
discovery and innovation.

134 people attended the Symposium, from 32 different countries. There was an on-line attendance of 45
people registered but more than 100 people were connected on-line in some points of the symposium.
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After the analysis of all the presentations and discussion sessions, the main outcomes of the Symposium are

summarised below:

10.

11.

12.

13.

Research Infrastructures are the backbone of the European R&I system.

Strengthening coordination, interoperability, and sustainability of Rls -under the Strategic guidance
of ESFRI- is essential to consolidate a competitive, integrated and resilient European research and
innovation ecosystem.

Optimization of the Rl ecosystem calls for synergies at different levels: synergies among
infrastructures, synergies among funding streams and synergies with industry and the private
sector.

RIs should be considered part of interconnected ecosystems, where collaboration between
facilities, institutions, and countries increases the scientific, economic, and societal impact of Rls.
Greater international coordination and policy alignment in the planning, governance, and operation
of Rls is needed. Given their high costs, long lifecycles, and global user communities, infrastructures
require robust governance models and sustainable funding strategies supported by international
collaboration.

Collaboration among research infrastructures enhances scientific excellence and efficiency, as it
enables knowledge sharing, reduces duplication, and optimizes the use of public resources.
Integration of Rls and cross-domain collaboration enhances interdisciplinary research and overall
ecosystem impact.

Working collaboratively increases impact and accessibility, by improving user access, strengthening
the collective voice at the European level, and enabling the joint tackling of complex challenges.
Research Infrastructures are strategically aligned with Horizon Europe priorities and provide high
added value, but their impact depends on early integration in projects, stronger visibility, and better
alignment with access mechanisms.

Despite their strong potential to enhance innovation and industrial uptake, financial limitations and
unclear participation pathways remain key barriers, requiring improved funding instruments and
clearer frameworks for collaboration with industry and SMEs.

Impact depends on system-level alignment and integration: True value emerges when Rls are not
isolated but fully embedded across policies, infrastructures, and innovation ecosystems.

Flexibility and coordination are critical enablers: More adaptable collaboration models, combined
with stronger strategic coordination, are needed to overcome resource constraints and
fragmentation.

Long-term, cross-sector collaboration drives results: Sustainable funding, interdisciplinary
approaches, and tighter RI-TI cooperation are essential to translate research into real-world
applications and societal impact.

Research and Technology Infrastructures are complementary components of the European R&l
ecosystem and must be better integrated to support the full innovation cycle from research to
market deployment and builds more resilient ecosystems. Improving access and visibility of Rl and
Tl services for end users, including industry, is essential to maximise their impact and accelerate
innovation.
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14. Addressing funding challenges requires greater clarity, alignment, and harmonization across diverse
funding sources, supported by common tools, models, and stronger coordination among
stakeholders.

15. Maximizing impact depends on deeper understanding and engagement with the Rl ecosystem,
including policymakers and funding schemes, allowing time for learning and ensuring Rls are
positioned as complementary within broader priorities.

16. The long-term sustainability of Rls requires coherent, coordinated, and stable funding across their
entire life cycle.
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2. THE 2" RICH SYMPOSIUM PREPARATION

2.1. Introduction
This Deliverable D3.9 contains all the information regarding the 2™ RICH Europe Symposium titled:
“Maximising synergies in Science and Innovation through Research Infrastructures”, that took place in Rome
on the 25" - 26" February 2026. The Symposium followed a hybrid format as it was retransmitted through
the RICH Europe Youtube channel, for the first day and the second day. All the presentations and recorded
sessions are available at RICH webpage.

An organizing committee was stablished with, at least, one member from the contributing partner: APRE (IT),
DLR (DE), MCST (MT), NCBR (PL) to identify the topics and potential speakers. The topics were also defined
in agreement with the EC and REA, following the new Rl perspectives and challenges. The preparation started
more than a year in advance, in January 2025.

2.2. Objectives
This is the 2" Symposium organised in the frame of RICH Europe project (2022 - 2029), but it is the
continuation of the two previous projects: RICH-1 (GA: 646713 from 2014 - 2019) and RICH-2 (GA: 854109
from 2019-2020) where two and one symposiums were organized respectively.

The symposium not only supports the overall aim of the project “to improve and support the
professionalisation and harmonisation of Research Infrastructures National Contact Points (NCPs) services
across Europe and to contribute to the consolidation of the European research infrastructure ecosystem”
but the specific objective of enhance the quality of knowledge of Rl stakeholders who are potentially
interested in benefitting from Horizon Europe Rl funding opportunities, to increase awareness across the
research communities about access opportunities to European Rls as well as other opportunities for Rl
offered by HE.

The main objectives of the Symposium were to:

— Promote systemic synergies across European Rls and with key Horizon Europe instruments.

— Showcase successful models of synergy among Rls, partnerships and clusters.

— Promote the involvement of the Rls in other parts of the Horizon Europe programme.

— Enhance European Research Infrastructures (RIs) synergies to foster scientific excellence and innovation

— Analyze how European research infrastructures can be used more effectively in collaboration with other
Horizon Europe instruments and other EU scientific programmes and initiatives.

— Identify practical pathways for reinforcing cooperation between Rls and other EU instruments.

— Facilitate dialogue among stakeholders to align strategic priorities and maximise the added value of Rls
across policy levels.

— Support capacity building and skills development to enable more effective participation of Rls in EU
programmes.

— Promote interoperability and data sharing between Rls and other EU-funded initiatives to accelerate
scientific discovery and innovation.
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2.3. Structure
The Symposium started with a welcome speech from Daniele Gizzi, RICH Europe Coordinator, APRE and
Roberto Cimino, Ministry of Universities and Research, Directorate-General for Internationalization, Office
Il - Internationalization of Research, followed by the keynote speaker, José Luis Martinez Peiia, ESFRI Chair
and four sessions distributed in two days. On the first day, there was also a structured space for networking
where there were four Thematic Cornes (1) - Transnational Access (TNA) Corner, (2) EU Mission Corner, (3)
Industry Corner and (4) International Cooperation Corner.

The four sessions were structured as plenary sessions, each divided into two parts: presentations by the
panellists, followed by a moderated discussion and a Q&A session. The overall structure of the main sessions
was as follows:

- Session |: Interoperability, cooperation and synergies among Rls

- Session Il: Research Infrastructure Synergies with Clusters of Pillar Il, HE Programme
- Session lll: Synergies with other programmes and Stakeholders

- Session IV: Synergies between Rl funding instruments

In total, twenty-seven speakers and moderators participated over the course of the eight-hour symposium,
which took place over two days from noon to noon.

3. THE SYMPOSIUM OUTCOMES

3.1. Main Conclusions

The symposium, through all the sessions and thematic corners, was expected to contribute towards:

— Enhanced synergies among Research Infrastructures (Rls), fostering more integrated and efficient use
of resources across Europe.

— Established framework collaborations between RlIs and other Horizon Europe instruments, promoting
strategic alignment and joint initiatives.

— Policy recommendations to support alignment and coherence in funding mechanisms, enabling long-
term sustainability and interoperability.

— Reinforced networks and strategic alliances, facilitating systemic collaboration, capacity building, and
the scaling of best practices across disciplines and borders.

— Increased visibility and accessibility of Rl services and capacities for a broader range of stakeholders,
including industry, SMEs, and societal actors.

After the analysis of all the presentations and discussion sessions, the main conclusions are detailed bellow:

Research Infrastructures are the backbone of the European R&I system.

2. Strengthening coordination, interoperability, and sustainability of RIs -under the Strategic
guidance of ESFRI- is essential to consolidate a competitive, integrated and resilient European
research and innovation ecosystem.
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Optimization of the Rl ecosystem calls for synergies at different levels: synergies among
infrastructures, synergies among funding streams and synergies with industry and the private
sector.

RiIs should be considered part of interconnected ecosystems, where collaboration between
facilities, institutions, and countries increases the scientific, economic, and societal impact of
Ris.

Greater international coordination and policy alignment in the planning, governance, and
operation of Rls is needed. Given their high costs, long lifecycles, and global user communities,
infrastructures require robust governance models and sustainable funding strategies supported
by international collaboration.

Collaboration among research infrastructures enhances scientific excellence and efficiency, as
it enables knowledge sharing, reduces duplication, and optimizes the use of public resources.
Integration of Rls and cross-domain collaboration enhances interdisciplinary research and overall
ecosystem impact.

Working collaboratively increases impact and accessibility, by improving user access,
strengthening the collective voice at the European level, and enabling the joint tackling of complex
challenges.

Research Infrastructures are strategically aligned with Horizon Europe priorities and provide
high added value, but their impact depends on early integration in projects, stronger visibility, and
better alighment with access mechanisms.

Despite their strong potential to enhance innovation and industrial uptake, financial limitations
and unclear participation pathways remain key barriers, requiring improved funding instruments
and clearer frameworks for collaboration with industry and SMEs.

Impact depends on system-level alighment and integration: True value emerges when Rls are not
isolated but fully embedded across policies, infrastructures, and innovation ecosystems.
Flexibility and coordination are critical enablers: More adaptable collaboration models,

combined with stronger strategic coordination, are needed to overcome resource constraints and
fragmentation.

Long-term, cross-sector collaboration drives results: Sustainable funding, interdisciplinary
approaches, and tighter RI-TI cooperation are essential to translate research into real-world
applications and societal impact.

Research and Technology Infrastructures are complementary components of the European R&l

ecosystem and must be better integrated to support the full innovation cycle from research to
market deployment and builds more resilient ecosystems. Improving access and visibility of RI
and TI services for end users, including industry, is essential to maximise their impact and
accelerate innovation.

Addressing funding challenges requires greater clarity, alignment, and harmonization across
diverse funding sources, supported by common tools, models, and stronger coordination among
stakeholders.

Maximizing impact depends on deeper understanding and engagement with the Rl ecosystem,
including policymakers and funding schemes, allowing time for learning and ensuring Rls are
positioned as complementary within broader priorities.

The long-term sustainability of Rls requires coherent, coordinated, and stable funding across
their entire life cycle.

BricH Europe (The Research Infrastructures Consortium of NCPs for Horizon Europe) has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon
EUROPE research and innovation programme under Grant Agreement number 101058398
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3.2. Session reports

Opening session. Welcome Words

The opening session was conducted by Daniele Gizzi, RICH Europe Coordinator from APRE and Roberto
Cimino, Ministry of Universities and Research, Directorate-General for Internationalization, Office Il -
Internationalization of Research.

Daniele Gizzi opened the symposium by welcoming participants and introducing the objectives of the event.
He highlighted the role of RICH Europe in strengthening the network of National Contact Points for Research
Infrastructures and in facilitating dialogue among policymakers, research infrastructures, and the scientific
community within Horizon Europe (HE). He also stressed the importance of the symposium as a platform to
exchange experiences, discuss policy developments, and reinforce collaboration across the European
research infrastructure ecosystem.

Roberto Cimino emphasised the importance of strengthening collaboration and coordination within the
European ecosystem of Rls. He highlighted the role of the RICH Europe project in supporting National
Contact Points (NCPs) and improving the dissemination of information on funding opportunities and policies
related to RIs under HE.

He stressed that Rls are key strategic assets for the European Research Area, enabling scientific excellence,
innovation, and cross-border collaboration with the need to foster stronger links between policymakers,
research communities, and infrastructures to maximise their impact and ensure better alignment between
national and European priorities.

Finally, he highlighted the value of forums such as the RICH Europe Symposium for promoting dialogue
among stakeholders, sharing best practices, and identifying opportunities for cooperation across the
European research infrastructure landscape.

Keynote Speaker. ESFRI as the reference pillar for the RTI strategy in Europe.

José Luis Martinez Peiia, ESFRI Chair, emphasised that strengthening coordination, interoperability, and
sustainability of Rls -under the Strategic guidance of ESFRI- is essential to consolidate a competitive,
integrated and resilient European research and innovation ecosystem.

ESFRI was created in 2002 with the mission to “support a coherent and strategy-led approach to policy-
making on research infrastructures in Europe”. It is the forum where Member States and the European
Commission have global ideas on how the strategy goes on Rls but now there is a wider scenario where there
are also Technology Infrastructures (TlIs) with digital viewpoint. In September 2025, the European
Commission, adopted the new European Strategy on Research and Technology Infrastructures.

He stressed the important of the Rls in five points: (1) Enable the greatest discoveries in science and
technology, (2) Attract researchers from around the world, (3) Build bridges between research communities
(4) Allow the training of researchers and (5) Facilitate innovation and knowledge-sharing. Above all, ESFRI
acts a central pillar driving synergies from local, Regional, National, Pan-European and Global perspective.
10
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To consolidate the existing maturity of the ecosystem, synergies are needed at different levels:

(1) Synergies among infrastructure systems with the (1.a) Coordination mechanism for Research and
Tls and (1.b) Consolidation of the RI ecosystem through the (i) coordination of new initiatives with
existing Rls; (ii) facilitation to merge between Rls with overlapping or complementary scopes (iii)
promotion though initiatives such as a dedicated INFRA-INTEGRATE call.

(2) Synergies among funding streams not only by Framework Programme (FP 10) to coordinate policies
and investment priorities by applying a holistic view to the infrastructure ecosystem, but also by
funding of Rls by EC DGs beyond RTD (DG CLIMA, DG ENV -European Climate, Infrastructure and
Environment Executive Agency -CINEA).

(3) Synergies with industry and the private sector with temporary personnel exchanges, temporary co-
location opportunities or options to allow participation of private entities in ERICs and open
discussions of increasing engagement in economic activities for ERICs and European Digital
Infrastructure Consortium (EDICs), to eliminate the barriers of private participation, especially in
ERICs.

Rls should broaden their scope and also seek to develop technology that can be used in the future. They do
not need to change their primary focus, but, in addition to basic research, they should engage in technological
development.

Building synergies can be done by (1) variable geometry for regional development so countries can share
specific needs or priorities to move forward together (2) or by an open and flexible cooperation in Rls. It is
important to coordinate the new initiatives with the existing Rls.

He pointed out the need to strengthen collaboration between the European Strategy Forum on Research
Infrastructures (ESFRI) and the European Commission, EC -including services such as the Joint Research
Centre- could provide stronger scientific and policy support for strategic decisions on Rls. This cooperation
would enable evidence-based monitoring, impact assessment, and evaluation of Rl governance,
performance, and long-term sustainability, while ensuring coherence with EU policies and priorities.

To conclude, he remarked the importance of the latest ESFRI Policy documents published:

- ESFRI Position Paper on the European Research Area Act (ERA Act)
- ESFRI Paper Concept Paper on ERICs
- ESFRI Position Paper on the European Innovation Act

Session | - Interoperability, cooperation and Synergies among Rls

This session moderated by Christoph Peschke from DLR showed success stories of cross-infrastructure
collaboration, shared data and services and best practices in interoperability, data sharing, and joint service
provision among Rls. There were three speakers followed by a Q&A and discussion session.

In the first presentation, Frédéric Sgard, Global Science Forum of the OECD presented the Report on Rl
Ecosystems.
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The OECD - Global Science Forum (GSF) is an international platform within the Organization for Economic Co-
operation and Development dedicated to science policy, created in the 90’s to support collaboration on Rls.

Frédéric Sgard presented the perspective of the OECD Global Science Forum on the evolving role of Rls within
international science policy. He emphasised that Rls are increasingly embedded in complex ecosystems of
facilities, institutions, and stakeholders, rather than functioning as isolated entities. Strengthening these
ecosystems can significantly enhance the scientific, economic, and societal impact of Ris.

He expressed the need for greater international coordination and policy alignment in the planning,
governance, and operation of Rls. Given their high costs, long lifecycles, and global user communities,
infrastructures require robust governance models and sustainable funding strategies supported by
international collaboration.

He also highlighted that policy discussions are increasingly focusing on optimising the operation, access, and
long-term sustainability of infrastructures, as well as improving evaluation frameworks to better capture
their broader impact on innovation, society, and knowledge production.

The first project presented was NEutrons and PHotons Elevating Worldwide Science, NEPHEWS, by Piotr
Piwowarczyk, NEPHEWS’ Coordinator at SOLARIS, National Synchrotron Radiation Centre. The aim of the
NEPHEWS project is to strengthen collaboration between European neutron and photon Rls. The project
connects major facilities and user communities to expand access to advanced experimental techniques
through transnational and virtual access, training activities, and coordinated support for researchers.

A central focus of NEPHEWS is broadening participation by engaging early-career researchers and scientists
from widening countries through mentoring and twinning schemes that pair experienced users with new
research teams. This user-driven approach contributes to capacity building, facilitates knowledge transfer,
and enhances the impact of large-scale infrastructures.

The second project presented was Food, health and environment research infrastructures to tackle
emerging priorities- FHERITALE presented by Antonio Rosato, FHERITALE Coordinator. The main project
objective is to strengthen collaboration between European Rls working in the areas of food, health, and
environmental domains. The project seeks to create a more integrated research landscape by connecting
infrastructures and services that can address emerging challenges related to artificial materials, including
plastics and nanomaterials, and their impact on ecosystems and human health.

FHERITALE promotes a cross-disciplinary “One Health” approach by integrating services and technologies
across infrastructures. This coordinated effort seeks to improve access to advanced research tools, identify
gaps in the current infrastructure landscape, and it supports more effective interdisciplinary research to
tackle complex environmental and health challenges.

12

BricH Europe (The Research Infrastructures Consortium of NCPs for Horizon Europe) has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon
EUROPE research and innovation programme under Grant Agreement number 101058398


https://x-seeo2.eu/
https://www.eli-laser.eu/
https://www.eli-laser.eu/

o

Bl Project: 101058398 — RICH Europe

DAY I g e e e T e

Figure 1. Photo of the Session |

After the presentations, there was a discussion session that addressed the main reasons for Rls to
collaborate, with the following conclusions:

Collaboration enhances scientific excellence by combining complementary expertise and enabling
the identification of gaps. Rls can better aligh and complement their services.

Collaboration promotes a more efficient use of public funding and resources as coordinated
planning and knowledge sharing help to avoid duplication of efforts and overlaps.

Collaboration facilitates easier access for users through the harmonization of procedures,
standards, and services across different facilities. Interoperability and cooperation help make
research infrastructures (Rls) more accessible and inclusive. When infrastructures operate
separately, access often depends on location, funding, or local capacity. By connecting systems and
coordinating efforts, these barriers are reduced.

Collaboration strengthens the collective voice of Rls at the European level, enabling more effective
negotiation of conditions and fostering the implementation of joint projects.

Collaboration enables RIs to achieve greater impact, making it possible to undertake more
ambitious initiatives and address complex challenges together, despite the inherent difficulties of
collaboration.

Session Il - Research Infrastructures synergies with Clusters of Pillar I, HE Programme

This second session moderated by Flavia La Colla from APRE contributed to (1) Explore how Rls are enabling

impactful research, fostering interdisciplinary innovation, and contributing to the objectives of Horizon

Europe Pillar Il Clusters. To show successful examples where Rls have directly supported Pillar 1l research

projects; (2) to debate among Rl projects and Cluster projects to identify gaps, bottlenecks, and emerging

opportunities to strengthen collaboration.

13

BricH Europe (The Research Infrastructures Consortium of NCPs for Horizon Europe) has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon
EUROPE research and innovation programme under Grant Agreement number 101058398



B8 Project: 101058398 — RICH Europe

°°“RI

It was covered Clusterl: Health; Cluster4: Digital, Industry and Space and Cluster6: Food, Bioeconomy,
Natural Resources, Agriculture and Environment.

The first presentation, from the Rls Work Programme (WP), was done on Integrated Services for Infectious
Disease Outbreak Research, |ISIDORE by Diana Stepanyan, ERINHA’s Director of External Strategy and
Relations initiative, which aims to strengthen Europe’s preparedness and response to epidemic and
pandemic threats. The project, coordinated by the European Research Infrastructure on Highly Pathogenic
Agents, ERINHA brings together a large consortium of European life sciences Rls and networks to provide
integrated access to state-of-the-art facilities, services, and expertise covering the full research pipeline -
from fundamental biology to clinical research-.

ISIDORE enables researchers to rapidly access advanced infrastructures, technologies, and specialised
expertise through coordinated transnational services. By integrating capacities from multiple infrastructures
and scientific domains, ISIDORE supports research on epidemic-prone pathogens and accelerates the
development of diagnostics, vaccines, and therapeutic countermeasures. The project therefore contributes
to improving Europe’s ability to respond effectively to emerging infectious disease outbreaks and strengthens
long-term preparedness. ISIDORE2 will be launch in June 2026.

The second presentation, from Cluster 1, was the European Partnership for Pandemic Preparedness, BE
READY NOW done by Quentin Gaday, European scientific project manager, which is a co-funded HE
partnership with the aim of strengthening Europe’s capacity to anticipate and respond to future infectious
disease outbreaks. The partnership brings together a large network of organisations -including public health
institutes, funding agencies, research infrastructures, and clinical networks- to create a coordinated
European research ecosystem for pandemic preparedness.

It was highlighted the partnership’s long-term vision of creating an integrated and sustainable platform
capable of anticipating, preventing, and rapidly responding to health emergencies. BE READY supports this
objective through coordinated research agendas, joint transnational calls, “ever-warm” research networks,
and skills development activities. The initiative also aims to strengthen connections between research
infrastructures, clinical research networks, and public health institutions under a One Health approach,
ensuring that the European research ecosystem remains operational and ready during both crisis and inter-
epidemic periods.

The third presentation, from the Rls WP, was Unlocking Rl potential with Scalable Al and Data- RI-SCALE
done by Marco Rorro, EGI Foundation, which aims to enhance the exploitation of data generated by
European Rls through scalable artificial intelligence and advanced computing solutions. Rls increasingly
generate vast and complex datasets, but researchers often lack the tools and computational environments
needed to effectively analyse and reuse them.

RI-SCALE is developing Data Exploitation Platforms (DEPs) that combine scientific datasets with
preconfigured Al frameworks and powerful computing resources. These platforms enable scalable analytics
and Al model development, facilitating data-intensive research across multiple domains such as
environmental and biomedical sciences. The project also promotes collaboration between research
infrastructures, data spaces, and computing providers to ensure interoperability and broader adoption of Al-
enabled services within the European research ecosystem.

14

BricH Europe (The Research Infrastructures Consortium of NCPs for Horizon Europe) has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon
EUROPE research and innovation programme under Grant Agreement number 101058398


https://www.healthncp.net/
https://erinha.eu/
https://www.healthncp.net/
https://www.healthncp.net/
https://www.esfri.eu/latest-esfri-news/new-esfri-report-research-infrastructure-funding-published
https://www.esfri.eu/latest-esfri-news/new-esfri-report-research-infrastructure-funding-published
https://www.esfri.eu/latest-esfri-news/new-esfri-report-research-infrastructure-funding-published
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/activities/digital-programme

B8 Project: 101058398 — RICH Europe

°°“RI

The fourth presentation, from Cluster 4, was Trustworthy Unified Robust Intelligent Generative Systems-
TURING done by Andrea Saracino, Scuola Superiore di studi Universitari e di perfezionamento Sant’Anna,
which focuses on developing reliable and trustworthy generative artificial intelligence systems to support Rls
and data-intensive scientific environments. The project addresses the increasing role of Al in managing and
analysing complex scientific datasets and aims to ensure that these technologies are robust, transparent, and
aligned with European values and regulatory frameworks.

The TURING project promotes the development of advanced generative Al models capable of supporting
researchers in tasks such as data analysis knowledge extraction, and scientific discovery. A key aspect of the
project is ensuring that Al systems are trustworthy, explainable, and secure, enabling their responsible use
within Rls and across different scientific domains. The project also explores how generative Al can improve
access to data, enhance collaboration, and support more efficient use of Rls resources.

The fifth presentation, from the Rls WP, was Integrated SERvices supporting a sustainable AGROecological
transition - AgroServ. Michel Boér, AgroServ Coordinator, AnaEE-ERIC presented the project’s objective of
supporting the transition toward more sustainable and resilient agricultural systems through the
coordination of Rls services. The consortium provides integrated services to study agroecosystems and
multiple scales, from molecular processes to ecosystems and socio-economic dimensions.

AgroServ promotes a transdisciplinary and collaborative approach that involves scientists, farmers, industry,
and policymakers through living labs and shared research platforms. By combining experimental
infrastructures, data ecosystems, and interdisciplinary expertise, the project aims to generate knowledge
and innovative practices that can support agroecological transition and evidence-based policy for sustainable
food systems. He revised the integration of Rls with the cluster involved.

The sixth presentation, from Cluster 6, was Paving the Way towards Digitalisation Enabling Agroecology
for European Farming Systems- PATH2DEA done by Stefan Pfeiffer, PATH2DEA Coordinator, AIT Austrian
Institute of Technology GMBH. The initiative explores how digital technologies can support the transition
toward agroecological farming systems in Europe by connecting farmers’ knowledge with existing digital
solutions and research expertise. The project promotes collaboration among farmers, researchers,
technology providers, and policymakers to ensure that digital tools are adapted to real agricultural needs and
contribute to more sustainable and resilient farming systems.

The project also develops a knowledge base and an open repository of digital tools for agroecology, alongside
a research and innovation roadmap to guide the digital transformation of agroecological farming.
Demonstration activities on showcase farms across Europe help to test these technologies in real conditions
and support the broader adoption of digital solutions that improve environmental sustainability and farm
management.
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Figure 2. Photo of the Session Il

After the presentations, there was a discussion session that addressed the Rls synergies with clusters of
Pillar Il, with the following ideas:

- There is a strong alignment between European partnerships and Rls. Rls are key structural
components of the ecosystem supporting initiatives such as Partnerships.

- It is important to raise awareness of the services offered by Rls within Horizon Europe (HE) calls
and throughout the proposal preparation process. Rl services should be considered from the earliest
stages of proposal phase, particularly where they can support the consortium’s research activities
and expected outcomes. In addition, stronger alignment is needed between project proposals and
available Transnational Access (TNA) schemes to ensure the effective integration and utilization of RI
services.

- It is important to participate in the Rls Work Programme preparation phase to make sure the
continuation of initiatives already running.

- RlIs bring significant added value to Pillar Il projects by supporting the generation of high-quality and
reliable results through access to advanced facilities, expertise, and services. The key role of Rls in
promoting the standardisation of data, methodologies, and digital platforms, ensuring
interoperability and facilitating the long-term sustainability and reuse of project outcomes beyond
the lifetime of the projects.

- The financial aspect appears to be a significant bottleneck. While projects provide transversal
services that support authentication, interoperability, and other functions for Rls, there is a lack of
funding instruments to sustain these services, as Transnational Access (TNA) alone is insufficient.

- Rls are a great asset, but it is important to promote and facilitate their access and explain how to
be involved in European projects, especially in those areas, related to artificial intelligence, where
we depend on other countries, outside Europe.
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Thematic Corners & Networking Activity

Four Thematic Corners were organised in the main conference room to act as informal structured spaces for
dialogue, idea exchange and networking on the following key strategic themes:

e Corner 1: Transnational Access (TNA) Corner - How to access to TNA

e Corner 2: EU Mission Corner - How Rls and Tls can support the EU Missions

e Corner 3: Industry Corner - What Rls and Tls can offer to industry?

e Corner 4: International Cooperation Corner - Research Ecosystem in third countries

The Corners presentations are also available.

Figure 3. Photo of the Corners

Corner 1: Transnational Access (TNA) Corner - How to access to TNA

TNA (Transnational Access) is a key component of the RICH-Europe initiative, designed to give researchers
from across Europe (and beyond) the opportunity to use world-class research infrastructures, regardless of
where they are based. Through periodic calls, projects funded under Horizon 2020 and Horizon Europe offer
physical and virtual access to their state-of-the-art facilities. This enables scientists to conduct experiments,
gather data and collaborate across borders, thereby promoting scientific excellence, innovation, and a more
inclusive research community.

Resources:

— Database to access to Research Infrastructures - TNA
— Leaflet on Transnational Access - English Version
— Leaflet on Transnational Access - Spanish Version

TNA speakers gave a 5 min. pitch to explain the upcoming TNA calls followed by 10 minutes for questions
and discussions. The same 5 min. pitch was repeated to engage a second rotating group.

v' AQUASERV - Open Call. Building a sustainable Europe through blue research and innovation
Adelino Vicente Mendonga Canario, AQUASERV coordinator.
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v’ RISEnerqgy - Open Calls. Research Infrastructure Services for Renewable Energy
Olga Suminska-Ebersoldt. RISEnergy deputy coordinator.

Figure 4. Photo of the Corners

Corner 2: EU Mission Corner - How Rls and Tls can support the EU Missions

EU Missions are large-scale initiatives under Horizon Europe to address some of the most societal challenges
such as climate change, cancer, ocean restoration, soil health, and the development of climate-neutral and
smart cities. Their success depends on robust scientific evidence, technological innovation and multi-
stakeholder collaboration, Rls pay a crucial role in all these areas.

EU Mission speakers gave a 5 min. pitch highlighting the importance and development of Rls in
delivering impact and turning EU Missions into tangible results, followed by 10 minutes for questions
and discussions. The same 5 min. pitch was repeated to engage a second rotating group.

v" eDNAqua-plan, A Plan towards an eDNA reference library and data repository for Aquatic
Organisms, navigating Europe towards the next generation biodiversity monitoring.
Katrina Exter. Flanders Marine Data Centre (VMDC), Senior Science Officer.

v' UNCAN-CONNECT, Decentralized Collaborative Network for Advancing Cancer Research and

Innovation.
Kadi-Liis Veiman, UNCAN-CONNECT coordinator.

Corner 3: Industry Corner - What Rls and Tls can offer to industry?
To identify good practices of Research Infrastructure collaborating with the industry

Industry speakers gave a 5 min. pitch to explain how their project enhances collaboration between Rls
and industry and to showcase some good practices. The same 5 min. pitch was repeated to engage a
second rotating group.
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v' LEAPS-INNOV, Open innovation for accelerator-based light sources in Europe. Elke Ploenjes-Palm,
Group Leader FS-FLASH-B - FLASH Photon Beamlines and Optics.

v' EuroBioimaging. The gateway to European biological and biomedical imaging. llari Pulli, Head of
Operations, Anne-Charlotte Joubert, Senior Officer for European Affairs and Stakeholder
Engagement & Zorica Ruohonen, Finance and Administration Manager.

Corner 4: International Cooperation Corner - Research Ecosystem in third countries
Good practices on how third countries participate in Rl projects.

International Cooperation speakers gave a 5 min. pitch to explain their Research Ecosystems at their
countries and showed some of the Rl initiatives or projects more relevant in their countries.

v Republic of South Africa. Daniel Mokhohlane. Science, Technology and Innovation Department.
Deputy Director Cyber Infrastructure.

v Guatemala. Hector R. Amado-Salvatierra, Universidad Galileo - EU-CELAC Working Group on
Research Infrastructures - Emerging Technologies

v" Urugay. Verdnica Musselli, Instituto Nacional de Investigacidon Agropecuaria, INIA. Coordinator,
International Cooperation Unit.

Figure 5. Photo of the First day
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Session lll - Synergies with other programmes and Stakeholders

Session Il was moderated by lan Gauci Borda and contributed to show six success stories of the collaboration
of Rls in other Pillars of HE and with other initiatives like the Tls, NCPs networks, JRC or Widening
programmes.

The first presentation was Integration of Rl and Technology Infrastructures into European R&I, Research
Infrastructure Technology Infrastructure For Impact, RITIFI project done by Gaélle DECROIX, Deputy Director
of Research Infrastructure, European & International Affairs explained how the RITIFI project aims to
strengthen collaboration between RIs and TlIs' in Europe. The project argues that connecting scientific
research facilities with technology development platforms can accelerate innovation, improve industrial
uptake of research results, and enhance Europe’s competitiveness. Funded by Horizon Europe, RITIFI brings
together partners from several European countries to identify effective collaboration models and propose
practical governance and policy solutions.

She also highlighted key barriers such as fragmented systems, limited long-term funding, and complex
access procedures for industry. To address these challenges, RITIFI recommends creating common European
collaboration frameworks, improving access for companies and SMEs, and reinforcing long-term cooperation
between research, technology, and industry actors. The main conclusion is that stronger Rls and Tls
integration is essential for a more innovative and competitive European ecosystem.

The second presentation was Rls in Pillar Ill: X-SeeO, project (EIC- Pathfinder Challenges) done by Miguel
Angel Garcia Aranda, Malaga University. The project was presented as a compelling case of Rls in Pillar Ill,
highlighting its relevance within the EIC Pathfinder Challenges and its contribution to advancing innovative,
high-impact Rls in Europe.

The project aims to accelerate research on sustainable cementitious materials by enabling real-time analysis
of their microstructure and chemical transformations during processes such as hydration and carbonation.

He also highlighted the broader scientific context of the project, which is linked to the major environmental
challenges associated with cement production and the growing volume of construction and demolition
waste. By combining advanced Rls with interdisciplinary expertise, X-SeeO, contributes to the development
of innovative materials and circular approaches in the construction sector, while strengthening collaboration
between academic research, European research infrastructures, and industrial partners.

The third presentation was Synergies with other NCPs networks: HNN3.0 Health-NCP-Net done by Nicole
Wyss from Euresearch. The initiative brings together 17 partners from 17 countries and aims to strengthen
collaboration among NCPs by creating a community of practice that shares tools, knowledge, and best
practices to support research and innovation stakeholders applying for European funding.

The project provides services and resources both for NCPs and for applicants, helping them better
understand funding opportunities, improve proposal quality, and increase participation in Horizon Europe
programmes. HNN 3.0 also promotes cooperation with the European Commission, Rls, and other health-
related initiatives to enhance synergies and strengthen the European research and innovation ecosystem.

" A European strategy on Research and Technology Infrastructure , 30/09/2025, COM(2025) 497 final/2
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Rls play a key role not only in their own WP calls but also in the Cluster Health WP calls. She explained the
HNN3.0 strategy for RlIs which aims to enhance understanding of how the Ris can effectively support the
research community as well as how integrate them into proposals across different calls.

The fourth presentation was done by the Joint Research Centre (JRC): RIs and the Joint Research Centre
(JRC). Opportunities for alignment and joint knowledge production. Rl Projects with JRC participation
Catherine Simoneau from the Joint Research Centre, Head of Unit — F2 Technologies for Health. She
presented the role of the JRC and their contribution to the European research ecosystem. The JRC hosts a
broad landscape of physical Rls, many of which are open to external users from academia, industry, and
research organisations across EU Member States and associated countries. Opening access to these facilities
is part of the JRC Strategy 2030, aiming to support the European Research Area by providing advanced

facilities, fostering collaboration, and strengthening training and capacity building for researchers. She also
highlighted the open access strategy under the JRC Strategy 2030, which aims to maximise the use of these
facilities by external researchers, foster knowledge exchange, and bridge the gap between science and
industry. The JRC also plays a key role in training and capacity building, particularly for widening countries,
while strengthening integration with European research infrastructures (e.g. ESFRI/ERICs) and EU
programmes. Through its multidisciplinary approach and links to regulatory science and standardisation, the
JRC acts as a catalyst for innovation and supports the translation of research into policy-relevant and market-
ready solutions.The fifth presentation focused on Widening Excellence: Empowering Inclusive Participation:
How RIs can support capacity building, access and training in Widening countries. Ornela De Giacomo,
CERIC-ERIC Deputy Executive Director presented how Rls can contribute to capacity building, access to
facilities, and training in Widening countries. CERIC-ERIC is a distributed European research infrastructure
involving several Central and Eastern European countries that provides integrated access to advanced
scientific instruments through a single-entry access point. The infrastructure supports excellent research by
offering open and competitive access to facilities, promoting mobility and training for researchers and
technical staff, and facilitating knowledge transfer and innovation. She also highlighted how coordinated
access to facilities, collaboration with European partners, and joint projects help strengthen scientific
capacity in Widening countries. Through talent circulation, mobility schemes, and cooperation with other
European infrastructures, CERIC contributes to improving the quality of scientific output, fostering
international collaborations, and aligning research communities across Europe.

Figure 6. Photo of the Session IlI
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Finally, there was a discussion session that addressed the Rls synergies with these other programmes and
stakeholders. The main ideas are summarised below:

- Effective collaboration is driven by factors such as the “uniqueness” of expertise (especially
individual know-how) and the need to increase the visibility and interconnectedness of Research
Infrastructures (Rls) across Europe.

- Risplayakeyrole in reducing research and innovation gaps in Widening countries by providing access
to advanced facilities, training opportunities, and mobility programmes. Strengthening East—West
alignment is essential, ensuring Widening countries participate equally in competitive calls.

- Enhancing collaboration between RlIs and Technology Infrastructures (TIs) is needed to link
fundamental research with technological development.

- Research and Technology Infrastructures are complementary components of the European R&l
ecosystem and must be better integrated to support the full innovation cycle from research to
market deployment and builds more resilient ecosystems.

- Improving access and visibility of Rl and Tl services for end users, including industry, is essential to
maximise their impact and accelerate innovation.

- There is a need to improve synergies and integration across EU initiatives, aligning RIs with both
current and future policies to boost impact, support regulatory frameworks, and enable deployment
across sectors.

The moderator concluded by underlining that, while Europe has a rich and diverse landscape of funding
programmes, the full potential of RIs can only be realised if all surrounding opportunities are effectively
leverage in a coordinated way.

Session IV - Synergies between Rl Funding Instruments

Session IV, moderated by Aiga Jonele, Research Council of Lithuania, contributed to show Rl experiences with
a mix of funding sources and to share best practices among Rls. She highlighted the challenge in how to
ensure coherent and sustainable support across the Rls full life cycle and launched the question on how
synergies can be made to work in practice.

The first presentation was on ESFRI to explain the main conclusions of its Report about Funding of Research
Infrastructures done by Elena Hoffert, ESFRI Vice Chair, who highlighted that despite major investments
mobilised through the ESFRI Roadmap, the long-term sustainability of Rls remains a key challenge. Based

on broad consultations, the report shows that Rl funding systems are highly complex and fragmented, making
long-term financial planning difficult.

The report stresses the need for better coordination and stronger synergies between national, regional and
EU funding instruments. Sustainable funding requires integrated approaches covering the full Rl life cycle
and reinforced European-level support to maximise RIs’ contribution to scientific excellence and societal
challenges.

Three Rls case studies were presented to show the successful case of mixing funding instruments:
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The first presentation was on Einstein Telescope (ET) Infrastructure Consortium done by Monique Bossi,
National Institute of Nuclear Physics. ET is a next-generation gravitational wave observatory designed to

significantly improve detection sensitivity and enable advances in fundamental physics, astrophysics, and
cosmology. The project requires cutting-edge technologies, large-scale engineering (including underground
facilities), and strong integration of multidisciplinary research and innovation ecosystems.

She emphasised on the complexity of developing such a large research infrastructure, which relies on
coordinated investments from European, national, and regional levels, as well as strong collaboration with
industry and local stakeholders. The ET ecosystem includes complementary infrastructures, digital
connectivity, and innovation platforms that support technology development, skills, and knowledge transfer.
Beyond its scientific goals, the project is expected to generate significant economic, technological, and
societal benefits, demonstrating the broader impact of large-scale Rls.

The second presentation was on ELI ERIC Extreme Light Infrastructure done by Roman Hvezda, Director of
ELI Beamlines Facility. ELI is a flagship European Research Infrastructure Consortium (ERIC) operating a multi-
site network of high-power laser facilities across Europe. ELI provides unique capabilities for cutting-edge
research in areas such as particle acceleration, ultra-precision imaging, and advanced materials, serving as a
single access point for users and supporting interdisciplinary scientific excellence.

He focused on the complex funding model of large-scale research infrastructures, highlighting how ELI has
relied on different funding instruments throughout its lifecycle from EU framework programmes and
structural funds during construction to national contributions, competitive grants, and limited commercial
revenues during operation. Key challenges include fragmented funding rules, gaps between lifecycle phases,
and the mismatch between research grants and the real costs of operating infrastructures. The need for
better alignment, long-term planning, and harmonised policies was emphasised as critical to ensuring
sustainability and efficiency.

The third presentation was on LOFAR - ERIC. LOFAR-BG. Bulgarian LOFAR station (Low Frequency Radio
Array/telescope) done by Kamen Kozarev, Institute of Astronomy and National Astronomical Observatory,

Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. He presented LOFAR - ERIC and its Bulgarian component, LOFAR-BG, as part
of a pan-European radio astronomy infrastructure. LOFAR provides advanced capabilities for observing the
universe at low radio frequencies, supporting key scientific areas such as early universe studies, space
weather, and cosmic magnetism. Established as an ERIC in 2023, it brings together multiple European
countries in a coordinated effort to operate and upgrade this distributed RI.

The Bulgarian LOFAR station is part of the national research infrastructure roadmap and aims to enhance
national scientific capacity by integrating Bulgarian researchers into a leading international collaboration.
The initiative supports knowledge transfer, training of young scientists and engineers, and the development
of local expertise in radio astronomy and related technologies. It also promotes synergies between national
funding, European programmes, and international partnerships, contributing to long-term scientific and
technological development.
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Figure 6. Photo of the Session IV

After the presentations, there was a Q&A session. The main ideas are summarised below:

- A major challenge is the diversity and lack of clarity of funding sources, making it difficult to identify
and leverage synergies; this requires stronger commitment and better structuring.

- It is important to allow sufficient time to understand the Rl ecosystem and engage with
policymakers, ensuring Rls are seen as complementary rather than competing with other priorities.

- There is a need to better align stakeholders and governance, including creating actors or tools
(templates, models, case studies) to harmonize approaches across the system.

- More discussion and learning are required to understand funding opportunities and possibilities, as
Rl coordinators are still building experience in planning and implementing projects.

The moderator concluded by underlining that, Rls aim to align around a shared mission, contributing to a
more coherent and sustainable ecosystem.

Closure - Patricia Postigo, Policy officer, European Commission

The closure was given by Patrica Postigo Policy officer, European Commission where she framed the future
as a balance of continuity and evolution. Continuity comes from the ESFRI road mapping approach, with a
community-led collaboration, around transnational access (TNA) and joint technology work. The evolution
is needed to move from a purely grant-based logic to longer-term formulations for both TNA and technology
development. She argued that these shifts should increase transparency and interdisciplinarity in access,
align better with thematic priorities in the Framework Programme, and sustain technology roadmaps to avoid
“gap years” between projects—making it easier not only for researcher but for SMEs to engage. Finally, she
noted that reaching industrial users brings challenges less about cost and more about translational support
and bridging academic—industrial cultures, suggesting that the inclusion of Tls could help attract new
companies and strengthen mechanisms connecting Rls with the private sector.
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4. SYMPOSIUM FACTS & FIGURES

4.1 STATISTICS

An evaluation survey was designed to receive feedback from the attendees to improve futures editions of
the symposium. The main findings of this survey are summarised below.

There was a strong participation in the symposium, with a total of 134 attendees on-site. Although 45 online
registrations were recorded, there were moments when more than 100 people were connected
simultaneously.

The evaluation survey was completed by 56 participants (42% response rate). Of these respondents, only
three had attended online. This response rate is a high percentage to understand the opinion and overall
impressions of the symposium.

15t day: 240 visualizations
2" day: 153 visualizations

4.1.1. Attendees and their role
There were 134 attendees from 32 different countries, all over the world.

Regarding the role of the attendees, the graph below shows a broad diversity of roles represented at the
symposium. Of the 56 people who answered, 18 were representatives of European Research
Infrastructures/ERICS’ representatives/EC, 14 were HE RIs NCPs, 7 were Rls potential applicants, 4 were
members of research funding ministries and agencies, while the remaining 13 participants belonged to other
stakeholder groups.

7%

= Representatives from European Research Infrastructures / ERICs’ representatives / EC

= Horizon Europe RIs NCPs,

Role RIs potential applicants,
Research funding ministries and agencies,

= Other
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4.1.2. Overall Satisfaction

All the people who answered the survey were very satisfied (55%) or satisfied (43%), only one person was
neutral (2%) with the overall symposium.

4.1.3. Content Relevance
All the people who answered the survey considered the topics covered relevant to their interests or field of
expertise.

4.1.4. Speakers
All of the surveyed considered that the speakers communicate effectively their ideas effectively across the
four sessions.

4.1.5. Sessions
In general, the surveyed considered most interesting the session IV (100%) followed by the session | y Il
(95%) and Session Il (91%).

4.1.6. Symposium duration
Concerning the duration of the event, the 87% of the surveyed agreed that the duration of the symposium
was adequate.

Symposium Duration

7% 2%

\

= 4%

= 87%

m Good = Llong Short Too short

4.1.7. Overall organization of the symposium
The overall organization was considered excellent (73%) or good (25%) and only one person answer fair
(2%).

Overall organitation
2%

m Excellent = Good Fair
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4.1.8. Venue
The venue was considered excellent for most of the people (76%).

4.1.9 Attendance at the Thematic Corners

Concerning the attendance at the Thematic Corners, that took place the first day of the symposium for an
hour, from 18h till 19h. There was a hight level of attendance (91%).

4.1.10.

Overall satisfaction of the Thematic Corners

48 people attended the thematic Corners. 79% considered it was useful (44%) or very useful (35%).

4.1.11.

Suggestions regarding the Thematic Corners

Some of the answers were:

It was a great idea, which | think it worked well.

Could be interesting to have a poster session, with food & drinks in parallel. It was difficult to listen
to some of the speakers of the corners because of the attendance, and frustrating not to be able to
attend the 4 corners as all had relevant topics.

| liked it very much. It was natural. Questions came naturally. One of the questions gave us (LAC
countries) a very good suggestion to be implemented.

The same thematic corners - but online, and participants could be divided in 4 rooms in Zoom or
another platform.

| considered the thematic corners as a very nice networking activity. The noise level was somewhat
high and made following the speakers difficult. It would be better to use different location for
thematic corners and the use of a screen to allow speakers showing slides.

There could also be posters with flash presentations (5 minutes each), so we would know which one
to attend. It was hard to hear speakers, other people in the centre of the room were making noise.

Other additional comments regarding the sessions or overall agenda

It was highly successful event.

Good balance.

Very high-level speakers.

Keynote and closure talks were great.

Very well-organized event, NCPs very active and heavily involved in networking, high level of
discussions and willingness to identify opportunities for collaboration across all participants.

| would have appreciated a more intense focus on best practices and practical advice for setting up
future research infrastructures (privacy issues, IP issues, pricing, applicant selection criteria,
governance etc.). Excellent organization, high-quality content, and extremely useful overall.

Not enough time for Q&A session. You must extend the time window of the conference or reduce
the number of speakers. The first suggestion is in my opinion better since the value of the information
given by the speaker are good and relevant. That will also allow to have more break and informal.
Overall, all sessions were interesting. With the diversity of Rls, some aspects may be more relevant
than others to each specific Rl but it provided a global idea as well as issues and opportunities. It also
facilitates dialogue and cooperation between Rls.
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Lack of time for a real exchange between the panel and the participants.

The symposium was a little bit backward looking and not forward. Good to know what was done, but
there are some very hot topics that it would have been important to address and were not there:
how will Horizon change in terms of research security and dual use, funding for TNA (hinted by
Patrizia Postigo, but not discussed), what changes to expect in the next framework programme, etc.
Too many presentations, very limited possibilities to interact, ask questions, discuss.

To make it simpler and more friendly to newcomers. Also, part of the meeting with the 4 corners was
very informative and | made many contacts.

The second day was more interesting and interactive than the previous one which had too much
project presentations. Maybe tips from some WPs and then two projects as examples would have
been sufficient.

60 min was clearly not enough leaving very limited amount of time for discussions (90 min would be
better, for example starting symposium a bit earlier with additional short pause in between).
Infrastructure visit for all participants could offer another great possibility to network.

The format is ok, most interesting part is Q&A. Would suggest speakers to focus even more on
difficulties, tricky points, their solutions and open issues.

Suggestions for improving future symposiums

More structured networking.

A few coffee breaks between sessions would be appreciated.

More networking possibilities, i.e. on the evening of day 1 or early afternoon of day 2 would be
beneficial.

For the next symposium, | propose to involve also Rls from the SSH domain, | am sure they can enrich
the discussion.

The possibility of discussion is important. Perhaps a bit more time to discussion in the panel sessions
- could mean less time for the panellists or less panellists.

To organise only for one day.

The programme should also address strategic topics, how to approach the future WP and the
pressing issues, not just show good examples. In the examples it was excellent, but it was missing
what to do with these, since they will not necessarily be reproducible in the new context.

ESFRI chair talked about mergers of Rls, and this is reflected in some calls of HEU as well, but it was
not addressed. The fact that next FP will not provide funding for TNA in the way we know it and how
to prepare for the new approach would have been useful. The mini-omnibus regulation was
approved, to allow Defense research in Horizon and this was not even hinted at.

Foresee longer and more often breaks for networking. This is the main purpose and added-value of
such a meeting and really justifies on-sight traveling. for presentations virtual meetings are just as
good.

Distribute presentations in advance to inspire more questions from the audience.

Excellent organization and very high-quality content, extremely useful overall. Given its value, there
is a clear need to organize this symposium more frequently within the Rls landscape.

Could be more interactive sessions to engage audience - polls, questions from audience, maybe even
some dedicated workshops.
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I would like to increase the possibilities of interaction with research institutions and hospitals.

Key takeaways from this event

Complexity in Rls (and even more in Tls). It is becoming very difficult not to understand, just to follow
the different evolution of Rls and the supra-Rls mechanisms.

Networking opportunities.

The importance of integration and how to achieve it.

Better knowledge of the overall picture of EU Rls. Also, some collaboration and funding opportunities
-even in my research field- were unknown to me.

The corners can be very efficient ways of communicating. | learned a lot from the corner on TNA.
The lectures in special Martinez's presentation indicated the pathway to be followed. Together with
all the other lecturers it comes to reinforce the work we are doing in Latin America in the scope of
the LACFRI - Latin American and Caribbean Forum for Research Infrastructure.

Useful insights on issues related to access, attraction of users, funding opportunities.

Need to identify synergies and avoid overlapping among existing infrastructures.

Exchange of information extremely relevant across Rls/Tls - very important for JRC to be present in
network and communities and to accompany the current evolutions also for the concept and
implementation of TIs and in the context of the RTD strategy for RITI and the next report/roadmap
of ESFRI. TNA and Access to Access is opening also new exciting possibilities.

The key messages from ESFRI Chair Mr. José Luis Martinez Pefia, including the need to consolidate,
to be aware of existing and operating Rls, RI-relevant projects (mainly under Horizon Europe) and
consider sharing capacity, expertise and knowledge (including TNA).

Rl and Tl need to find each other and there is still resistance about Tl. Sustainability and cooperation
are important elements. The access to Rl and Tl should be facilitated in the next framework
programme.

Complexity across Rls, some uncertainty and lack of clarity towards the future, be it funding or model
of Rl access.

It was very interesting and useful to learn about what is being done for consolidating Rls across
Europe and across disciplines.

Strong move towards the development of synergies between Rls.

Many good examples, of best practices, very good level of information on ongoing or past activities,
good networking.

Direction of changes in the Rl landscape. Tension between research and technology infrastructure.
The synergy between Rl and Tl and what the next FP in this respect could look like.

Higher knowledge in the field of Research Infrastructures.

A central message was that Research Infrastructures are fundamental drivers of scientific excellence,
innovation, and competitiveness in Europe. They enable frontier research, cross-border
collaboration, and solutions to societal challenges within the European Research Area. Rls are no
longer seen only as facilities but as core components of the European innovation ecosystem.

I made many connections vital for formation of consortia.

Very good atmosphere and inspiring to look deeper in the presented projects and reports.

Valuable contacts, good practices, and a deep knowledge of the Rls landscape.
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— Sustainability of Rls; to be more efficient in synergies.

— RiIs, Tls and Digital could interact more and the importance of sharing experiences and knowledge.

— Evolution of Rl role and their positioning in the landscape. Emerging importance of Tl along with
competitivity and promotion of strategic European assets. Need for reassessment of funding
instruments and their efficacy.

4.1.15. Topics of interest for an eventual future Symposium

— Access Policies and Regulations to set up Rls.

— Relationship(s) between Rls and Tls.

— Rls for newcomers.

— Best practices and practical advice for setting up future research infrastructures.

— TNA, industry and Rls.

— Same topics as in this Symposium are the best choice.

— ltis crucial to keep focus on Rls and the collaboration opportunities they can offer.

— Adedicated session for Technological Infrastructure since they will be more and more relevant in the
future.

— How ESFRI could put together/converge all differences and priorities from the countries.

— The process of setting up an infrastructure, the ESFRI process, the ERIC structure and functioning.

— Food Security, potential for collaboration between CELAC countries and the EU.

— TI/RI - continuum or not- lessons learned, convergences etc.

— Rl-relevant HE projects, best examples of cooperation between RIs and HE projects, matchmaking
for relevant RI Calls (2026-27).

— What will happen in the next Horizon Europe? How will the programme evolve?

— TNA.

— Funding of access; funding of Rls; Dissemination.

— Policies that support core facilities; managing research security issues.

— The next FP, how to approach it, sustainability of Rls in this changing context of increasing costs and
decreasing budget, changes introduce by the ERA Act, synergies with the Defense Fund, research
security and dual use.

— More detailed presentation of other partners like ESFRI. Maybe some talks from NCPs about good
practices and their experience in the role.

— Financing mechanisms.

— Update of new calls and means of fundings.

— Collaboration of RTOS with Rls, collaboration in upcoming framework programmes.

— TNA/VA Guidelines, more Rl visits, Brokerage events, Networking.

— Interoperability, cooperation and synergies among Rls.

— Health Rls, ERIC Forum.

— How can research institutions and Rls collaborate.

— Practical actions to implement and exploit synergies, especially in terms of cooperation among
different funding instruments.

30

BricH Europe (The Research Infrastructures Consortium of NCPs for Horizon Europe) has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon
EUROPE research and innovation programme under Grant Agreement number 101058398



B8 Project: 101058398 — RICH Europe

4.1.16. Other additional comments:

— Thanks for the organisation.

— Location was chosen very well (short distance from the hotel and to the station). Finger food was
highly appreciated and allowed networking, but number of tables should be increased!

— Some uncertainty around reimbursement of cost as | had some financial support from the
organization confirmed.

— Congratulations because the organisation was excellent, and the presentations very interesting.

— Mine are suggestions to increase the interest and probably promote the discussion, preparing us
better for the future.

4.2. MOST INTERESTING FACTS COMPILATION

The most interesting facts compilation are:

- 134 people attend the Symposium from more than 32 different countries all over the world.

- High-quality content and speakers. The symposium was widely regarded as a highly successful event,
featuring very high-level speakers and strong keynote and closing sessions.

- Excellent organisation and overall balance. Participants highlighted the good balance of the
programme and praised the organisation.

- Valuable networking opportunities. Strong added value of networking opportunities and Thematic
Corners.

- Relevant and insightful discussions. Sessions provided a comprehensive overview of the Rl landscape,
including challenges, opportunities, and best practices, helping participants better understand the
broader European context.

- Main areas for improvement:

o Limited time for networking and panel discussions.
o Need for a more forward-looking and requested more practical guidance and strategic insights.

ESFRI Mission:
Support a coherent and
strategy-led approach to policy
making on research

Infrastructures in Europe

Figure7. Keynote speaker, José Luis Martinez Pefia, ESFRI Chair
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Resesrch Infrastructures NCPs Network C for Horizon Europe

Figure 8. Plenary session

Figure 9. Keynote speaker, Patricia Postigo, Policy officer, European Commission
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5. ANNEXES
5.1. Agenda

Il RICH Europe Symposium:
Maximising synergies in Science and Innovation through
Research Infrastructures
When: 25%-26" February 2026
Where: Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale Di Rome, Italy

Background

European Research Infrastructures (RIs) are pivotal in advancing frontier research, fostering innovation, and
addressing societal challenges. As strategic assets of the European Research Area (ERA), Rls support excellent
science, serve cross-border collaborations, and contribute to Europe’s global competitiveness.

In the context of Horizon Europe, there is a pressing need to maximise the impact of RIs through strengthened
synergies. This includes enhanced coordination with the Horizon Europe Clusters, and other Horizon Europe
initiatives like European Partnerships, EU missions, National Contact Point (NCP) networks, the Joint Research
Council (JRC), and other programmes and instruments such as Digital Europe, or the Structural Funds.

This event will serve as a platform to explore and promote multi-level synergies:
— Among Rls themselves (cross-discipline and cross-border),

— Between Rls and other Horizon Europe instruments, like clusters, National Contact Point (NCP)
networks, Technology Infrastructures, JRC...

— Synergies between Rl funding instruments to align R&I investments
— Synergies between Rl strategies (ESFRI Roadmap, national roadmaps, S3 strategies...)

— Synergy and networking with industry and the private sector to foster knowledge transfer, co-
innovation, and the uptake of Rl-generated results in real-world applications

Objectives:

— Promote systemic synergies across European Rls and with key Horizon Europe instruments.
— Showcase successful models of synergy among Rls, partnerships and clusters.
— Promote the involvement of the Rls in other parts of the Horizon Europe programme.

— Enhance European Research Infrastructures (Rls) synergies to foster scientific excellence and
innovation

— Analyse how European research infrastructures can be used more effectively in collaboration with
other Horizon Europe instruments and other EU scientific programmes and initiatives.
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Identify practical pathways for reinforcing cooperation between Rls and other EU instruments.

Facilitate dialogue among stakeholders to align strategic priorities and maximise the added value of Rls
across policy levels.

Support capacity building and skills development to enable more effective participation of Rls in EU
programmes.

Promote interoperability and data sharing between Rls and other EU-funded initiatives to accelerate
scientific discovery and innovation

Key Themes and Topics:

Cross-RI Collaboration: Best practices in interoperability, data sharing, and joint service provision.

Synergies with Horizon Europe Clusters: Real-world use cases from Health (Cl 1), Industry and Digital (Cl
4), and Environmental sectors (Cl 6).

Synergies with other programmes and stakeholders relevant for the Rls.

Synergies between Rl funding instruments

Target Audience:

RI managers and operators (ESFRI and national infrastructures)
Researchers and academic institutions
European Partnerships and other HE initiatives such as National contact points, Widening programmes

and funding agencies

Contribute towards:

Enhanced synergies among Research Infrastructures (Rls), fostering more integrated and efficient use
of resources across Europe.

Established framework collaborations between Rls and other Horizon Europe instruments, promoting
strategic alignment and joint initiatives.

Policy recommendations to support alignment and coherence in funding mechanisms, enabling long-
term sustainability and interoperability.

Reinforced networks and strategic alliances, facilitating systemic collaboration, capacity building, and
the scaling of best practices across disciplines and borders.

Increased visibility and accessibility of Rl services and capacities for a broader range of stakeholders,
including industry, SMEs, and societal actors.
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PROGRAMMIE - DAY 1, 25th FEBRUARY 2026

14:30 REGISTRATION AND WELCOMING COFFEE

15:00H WELCOMING WORDS - Roberto Cimino, Ministry of Universities and Research, Directorate-General
for Internationalization, Office Ill - Internationalization of Research.

15:10-15:30 H KEYNOTE SPEAKER- ESFRI as the reference pillar for the RTI strategy in Europe. José Luis
Martinez Peiia, ESFRI Chair.

15:30-16:30 H SESSION I: INTEROPERABILITY, COOPERATION AND SYNERGIES AMONG RiIs

Objective: To show success stories of cross-infrastructure collaboration, shared data and services. Best
practices in interoperability, data sharing, and joint service provision among Rls.

Report on Rl Ecosystems. Frédéric Sgard, Global Science Forum of the OECD.

NEutrons and PHotons Elevating Worldwide Science, NEPHEWS. Piotr Piwowarczyk, NEPHEWS’
Coordinator, SOLARIS, National Synchrotron Radiation Centre.

Food, health and environment research infrastructures to tackle emerging priorities- FHERITALE,
Antonio Rosato, FHERITALE Coordinator.

16:30H-18:00H SESSION I1: RESEARCH INFRASTRUCTURE SYNERGIES WITH CLUSTERS OF PILLAR II, HE
PROGRAMME

Objective:

To explore how Research Infrastructures (Rls) are enabling impactful research, fostering interdisciplinary
innovation, and contributing to the objectives of Horizon Europe Pillar Il Clusters. To show successful
examples where Rls have directly supported Pillar Il research projects will be presented.

To debate among Rl projects and Cluster projects to identify gaps, bottlenecks, and emerging
opportunities to strengthen collaboration.

Health preparedness through Ris- Cluster 1:

Integrated Services for Infectious Disease Outbreak Research, ISIDORE. Diana Stepanyan, ERINHA's
Director of External Strategy and Relations

BE READY NOW — European Partnership for Pandemic Preparedness. Quentin Gaday, European
scientific project manager
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Advancing Research Infrastructures with Al- Cluster 4

= Unlocking Rl potential with Scalable Al and Data- RI-SCALE. Marco Rorro, EGI Foundation

= Trustworthy Unified Robust Intelligent Generative Systems-TURING. Andrea Saracino, Scuola
Superiore di studiy Universitari e di perfezionamento Sant’Anna

Research Infrastructures as Enablers of Agroecological Transition - Cluster 6

= Integrated SERvices supporting a sustainable AGROecological transition - AgroServ. Michel Boér,
AgroServ Coordinator, AnakEE-ERIC.

= Paving the Way towards Digitalisation Enabling Agroecology for European Farming Systems-
PATH2DEA Stefan Pfeiffer, PATH2DEA Coordinator, AIT Austrian Institute of Technolgy GMBH.

18:00h-19.00 NETWORKING ACTIVITIES

19:00-20.00 NETWORKING COCKTAIL

PROGRAMMIE - DAY 2, 26" February 2026

9:30H MORNING COFFEE

10:00H- 11:30H SESSION Ill: SYNERGIES WITH OTHER PROGRAMMES AND STAKEHOLDERS

Objective: To show success stories of the collaboration of Rls in other pillars of HE and with other initiatives
like the Technology Infrastructures, NCPs networks, JRC or Widening programmes

= |ntegration of Rl and Technology Infrastructures into European R&lI, Research Infrastructure Technology
Infrastructure For Impact, RITIFI project . Gaélle DECROIX, Deputy Director of Research Infrastructure,
European & International Affairs

* RlIs in Pillar lll: X-SeeO, project (EIC- Pathfinder Challenges). Miguel Angel Garcia Aranda, Mdlaga
University.

= Synergies with other NCPs networks: HNN3.0 Health-NCP-Net. Nicole Wyss. Euresearch.

= Synergies with Other initiatives:
o RIs and the JRC: Opportunities for alignment and joint knowledge production. Rl Projects with JRC

participation. Catherine Simoneau. Joint Research Centre, Head of Unit — F2 Technologies for Health.
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o Widening Excellence: Empowering Inclusive Participation: How Rls can support capacity building,
access and training in Widening countries. Ornela De Giacomo, CERIC-ERIC Deputy Executive Director

11.30- 13: O0H SESSION IV: SYNERGIES BETWEEN RI FUNDING INSTRUMENTS

Objective: To show Rl experiences with a mix of funding sources to share best practices among Rls.

— ESFRI to explain the main conclusions of its Report about Funding of Research Infrastructures. Elena
Hoffert, ESFRI Vice Chair.
— RlIs case studies: successful case of mixing funding instruments
o Einstein Telescope (ET) Infrastructure Consortium. Monique Bossi, National Institute of Nuclear

Physics.

ELI ERIC Extreme Light Infrastructure. Roman Hvezda, Director of ELI Beamlines Facility.

LOFAR - ERIC. LOFAR-BG. Bulgarian LOFAR station (low frequency radio array/telescope). Kamen
Kozarev, Institute of Astronomy and National Astronomical Observatory, Bulgarian Academy of

Sciences

13:00h CLOUSURE - Patricia Postigo, Policy officer, European Commission.

13:15- 14:30 COCKTAIL NETWORKING

14:30-18:30 h RESEARCH INFRASTRUCTURE VISIT
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5.2. Thematic Corners Agenda

11 RICH Europe Symposium:
Maximising synergies in Science and Innovation through Research Infrastructures

CORNERS - NETWORKING ACTIVITIY

When: 25 February 2026, 18:00h - 19:00h

Where: Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale Di Rome. Viale Castro Pretorio, 105 (00185 Roma)

Four Thematic Corners have been organised in the main conference room to act as informal structured spaces
for dialogue, idea exchange and networking on the following key strategic themes:

Corner 1: Transnational Access (TNA) Corner- How to access to TNA

Corner 2: EU Mission Corner - How Rls and Tls can support the EU Missions

Corner 3: Industry Corner - What Rls and Tls can offer to industry?

Corner 4: International Cooperation Corner - Research Ecosystem in third countries

Logistic aspects

Corner 1, 2 and 3 will be able to give two pitches sessions, 5 min. pitch follow by 10 minutes for questions
and discussions. The first pitch will take place at 18:05h and will be repeated at 18.30h.

International Cooperation Corner has five speakers so there will be 5 min. pitch per speaker with no
repetition.

The audience will have the opportunity to move and attend to two pitches sessions.
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1. Transnational Access (TNA) Corner - How to access to TNA

TNA (Transnational Access) is a key component of the RICH-Europe initiative, designed to give researchers
from across Europe (and beyond) the opportunity to use world-class research infrastructures, regardless of
where they are based. Through periodic calls, projects funded under Horizon 2020 and Horizon Europe offer
physical and virtual access to their state-of-the-art facilities. This enables scientists to conduct experiments,
gather data and collaborate across borders, thereby promoting scientific excellence, innovation, and a more
inclusive research community.

Resources:

— Database to access to Research Infrastructures - TNA
— Leaflet on Transnational Access - English Version

— Leaflet on Transnational Access - Spanish Version

TNA speakers would give a 5 min. pitch (around 18:05h) to explain the upcoming TNA
calls follow by around 10 minutes for questions and discussions. The same 5 min. pitch
will be repeated (around 18:30h) to engage a second rotating group.

v" AQUASERYV - Open Call. Building a sustainable Europe through blue research and
innovation
Adelino Vicente Mendong¢a Candrio. AQUASERV coordinator.

v" RISEnergy - Open Calls. Research Infrastructure Services for Renewable Energy
Olga Suminska-Ebersoldt. RISEnergy deputy coordinator.

2. EU Mission Corner - How Rls and Tls can support the EU Missions

EU Missions are large-scale initiatives under Horizon Europe to address some of the most societal challenges
such as climate change, cancer, ocean restoration, soil health, and the development of climate-neutral and
smart cities. Their success depends on robust scientific evidence, technological innovation and multi-
stakeholder collaboration, Rls pay a crucial role in all these areas.

EU Mission speakers would give a 5 min. pitch (around 18:05h) highlighting the
importance and development of Research Infrastructures (Rls) in delivering impact and
turning EU Missions into tangible results, followed by 10 minutes for questions and
discussions. The same 5 min. pitch will be repeated (around 18:30h) to engage a
second rotating group.

v" eDNAqua-plan, A Plan towards an eDNA reference library and data repository for
Aquatic Organisms, navigating Europe towards the next generation biodiversity
monitoring.

Katrina Exter. Flanders Marine Data Centre (VMDC), Senior Science Officer.

v' UNCAN-CONNECT, Decentralized Collaborative Network for Advancing Cancer
Research and Innovation. Kadi-Liis Veiman UNCAN-CONNECT coordinator.
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3. Industry Corner - What Rls and Tls can offer to industry?

To identify good practices of Research Infrastructure collaborating with the Industry:

Industry speakers would give a 5 min. pitch (around 18:05h) to_explain how their
project enhances collaboration between RlIs and industry and to showcase some
good practices. The same 5 min. pitch will be repeated (around 18:30h) to engage
a second rotating group.

v" LEAPS-INNOV, Open innovation for accelerator-based light sources in Europe.
Elke Ploenjes-Palm, Group Leader FS-FLASH-B - FLASH Photon Beamlines and
Optics.

v EuroBioimaging. The gateway to European biological and biomedical imaging.
llari Pulli, Head of Operations, Anne-Charlotte Joubert, Senior Officer for
European Affairs and Stakeholder Engagement & Zorica Ruohonen, Finance and
Administration Manager.

4. International Cooperation Corner. Research Ecosystem in third countries

Good practices on how third countries participate in Rl projects:

International Cooperation Speakers would give a 5 min. pitch (around 18:05h) to
explain their Research Ecosystems at their countries and showing some of the RI
initiatives or projects more relevant in their countries.

18:05 h
v Republic of South Africa. Daniel Mokhohlane. Science, Technology and
Innovation Department. Deputy Director Cyber Infrastructure.

v’ Brasil. Dileine Cunha Conselho Nacional de Desenvolvimento Cientifico e
Tecnoldgico (CNPq) Coordenadora de Negociagdo, Assessoramento e Estudos
Internacionais.

18:15 h Q&A session

18:30 h

v' Guatemala. Hector R. Amado-Salvatierra, Universidad Galileo - EU-CELAC
Working Group on Research Infrastructures - Emerging Technologies.

v’ Urugay. Verénica Musselli, Instituto Nacional de Investigacién Agropecuaria,
INIA. Coordinator, International Cooperation Unit.

18:45 h Q&A session
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