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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

This deliverable contains all the story behind the organization of the 1st Symposium of RICH Europe project 

that took place on the 7th May 2024, in the Instituto de Salud Carlos III (ISCIII), Madrid (Spain), explaining the 

process of the organization and the principal conclusions of the different sessions. 

The organisation of the Symposium is under the Work package WP3 – Tools and services for stakeholders, 

which aims to enhance the quality of knowledge of RI stakeholders who are potentially interested in 

benefitting from Horizon Europe RI funding opportunities. One of the main activities of this WP is the 

organisation of Research Infrastructures Symposiums (Task 3.4). 

The Symposium consisted in a keynote speaker, from the European Commission, followed by three 

consecutive plenary sessions, with the following thematic areas: 

- Session I: How Research Infrastructures can benefit from EOSC in the implementation of the Open 

Science  

- Session II: Open Science practices in the Research Infrastructure WP framework: experience learnt & 

feedback to the Open Science policy 

- Session III: How Research Infrastructures can contribute to the European Research Area: experiences 

from EU projects & outlook to priorities in the future  

The plenary sessions were followed by a closing and concluding remarks session from the ESFRI Chair and 

from the General Research Secretary of the Science, Innovation and University Ministry of Spain, as hosting 

institution.  

This Symposium was expected to provide a comprehensive view of (1) how research infrastructures can 

leverage European Open Science Cloud (EOSC) for implementing Open Science, (2) Open Science practices 

within the Research Infrastructure WP framework, (3) Research Infrastructures contribution to the European 

Research Area (ERA) insights from EU projects with special interest in how to: (3.1) support of the 

green/digital transition, (3.2) support broader and more sustainable access and (3.3) support interaction of 

RIs, infrastructures and stakeholders, including EOSC. In addition, it was expected to have an outlook, from 

the EC, to the future Research Infrastructure Work Programmes (2025-2027). 

 

111 people attended the Symposium, from 30 different countries. It was followed online, thanks to the live 

streaming, by more than 68 participants mainly from Spain, Italy, Germany and Austria.  

 

After the analysis of all the presentations and discussion sessions, the main outcomes of the Symposium are 

summarised below: 

 

1. RIs have been key players in vertebrating the national communities across Europe. RIs are catalysts 

for the principles that thrive Science Policy through time. 

2. Transnational access programs have transformed the way of doing science and have been crucial 

in integrating national communities to work into an international level. 

https://rich-europe.eu/
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3. The role of the Research Infrastructures is key for the development of EOSC. The ESFRI Research 

Infrastructures have addressed similar questions in the preparation and deployment of their 

infrastructures and can bring valuable experience to the cross-discipline and transnational 

generalisation that the EOSC platform represents.  

4. The RIs are key as validators and evaluators of EOSC solutions. EOSC should be a forum to encourage 

validation of solutions by a wide audience such as the RIs can provide. 

5. RIs and EOSC are complementary: RIs validate what can be exploited in the future and EOSC can 

foster the validation by a broader audience. RIs support researchers and EOSC should learn by the 

experience that is already there, on the other hand EOSC is bringing other communities not 

represented in the RIs. Converge and interaction within EOSC and the RIs is key to success. 

6. The Diamond Open Access is a flagship in the implementation of the Open Science at the European 

level. It is needed to foster its adoption to address disparity between disciplines. Standards of 

maturity are needed for the success of the Diamond Open Access. 

7. Data Management Plant (DMP) and Academic publishing are not only outputs but should be taken 

into account as part of the Open Science policy. 

8. There is still a long way to go at national level regarding Open Science. A cultural change is needed 

to fully implement Open Science and the reform of the research assessment will help to its 

implementation.  

9. Clear trend towards more remote or hybrid access. This has strong implications such as the 

workload of RIs, the interaction of RIs with users, the efficiency of training of users and staff and the 

potential impact on CO2 – Footprint (but depends on individual case – not necessarily remote access 

is more environmentally friendly than physical access). 

10. User access programs are still fragmented, under-resourced and are complex at national and EU 

level. They increase administrative challenges due to larger EU projects, with more partners, less 

individual funding and shorter funding periods.  

11. Science complexity requires a dedicated development effort, which should be funded as innovation, 

and funding innovative projects should be a priority.  

12. It is important to have initiatives co-designed and co-developed with the researchers. Policy makers 

should make possible the requirements of the researches. 

13. RIs generate crucial data and provide very important services, but it is difficult to show their real 

impact and value.  

14. RIs should be stronger funded, mainly at a national level  for the 10th Framework Programme  

15. The European Strategy Forum on Research Infrastructures (ESFRI) plays a crucial role as a policy 

advisory body within MS, AC and the European Union. ESFRI acts as a central platform for strategic 

thinking and collaboration, guiding the development of Research Infrastructures in Europe and 

contributing to the region's competitiveness in the global scientific landscape. 

16. European Digital Infrastructure Consortium (EDICs) and Technology Infrastructures (TIs) need to be 

clearly defined. They represent an opportunity for Europe, but overlap and competition with RIs 

must be avoided and coordination at international and national level is required. 
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2. THE 1st RICH SYMPOSIUM PREPARATION  
 

2.1. Introduction  
This Deliverable D3.8 contains all the information regarding the 1st RICH Europe Symposium titled: “Research 

Infrastructure and European Open Science Cloud (EOSC) in the Horizon Europe Research Infrastructure 

Work Programme”, that took place in Madrid on the 7th May 2024. The Symposium followed a hybrid format 

as it was retransmitted through the ISCIII Youtube channel. All the presentations and recorded sessions are 

available at RICH webpage 

An organizing committee was stablished with, at least, one member from the contributing partner: APRE (IT), 

DLR (DE), MCST (MT), NCBR (PL) to identify the topics and potential speakers. The topics were also defined 

in agreement with the EC and REA, following the new RI perspectives and challenges. The preparation started 

more than a year in advance, in March 2023.  

 

2.2. Objectives  
This is the 1st Symposium organised in the frame of RICH Europe project (2022 - 2029), but it is the 

continuation of the two previous projects:  RICH-1 (GA: 646713 from 2014 - 2019) and RICH-2 (GA: 854109 

from 2019-2020) where two and one symposiums were organized respectively.  

The symposium not only supports the overall aim of the project “to improve and support the 

professionalisation and harmonisation of Research Infrastructures National Contact Points (NCPs) services 

across Europe and to contribute to the consolidation of the European research infrastructure ecosystem” 

but the specific objective of enhance the quality of knowledge of RI stakeholders who are potentially 

interested in benefitting from Horizon Europe RI funding opportunities, to increase awareness across the 

research communities about access opportunities to European RIs as well as other opportunities for RI 

offered by HE. 

The main objectives of the Symposium were to: 

- Provide a comprehensive view of the potential opportunities offered by Horizon Europe Work 

Programmes to the Open Science  

- Provide a comprehensive view of the activities financed under the Horizon Europe Work Programme 

on Research Infrastructures, particularly on European Research Area priorities, such as the 

implementation of Open Science policy 

- Inform about projects financed under Horizon Europe, which have contributed to the deployment of 

Open Science policy and to the implementation of the European Research Area 

- Broaden NCPs knowledge and capacities, particularly on Open Science and on European Research 

Area priorities 

- Facilitate the dialogue among Research Infrastructures at EU and international level 

 

2.3. Structure  
The Symposium was structured in an opening plenary session, from the EC, followed by three consecutive 

thematic sessions with a closing and concluding remarks session. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CDeW4XWMyDU
https://rich-europe.eu/events/recording-of-1st-symposium-of-research-infrastructures-7th-may-2024-in-madrid/
https://rich-europe.eu/
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/646713
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/854109
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The three main sessions were designed as plenary sessions, split between a first half of presentations by the 

panellists and a second half of discussion and Q&A moderation by the session chair. The structure of the 

main sessions was as follows: 

- Session I: How Research Infrastructures can benefit from EOSC in the implementation of the Open 

Science. It had the participation of four speakers and the moderator, with a length of one hour and fifteen 

minutes. 

- Session II: Open Science practices in the Research Infrastructure WP framework: experience learnt & 

feedback to the Open Science policy. It had the participation of three speakers and the moderator, with 

a length of one hour. 

- Session III: How Research Infrastructures can contribute to the European Research Area: experiences 

from EU projects & outlook to priorities in the future. It had the participation of seven speakers and the 

moderator, with a length of two hours and fifteen minutes. 

In total, there were a participation of twenty speakers and moderators along the eight hours of symposium, 

in one day, from 9:00  to 17:00. 
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3. THE SYMPOSIUM OUTCOMES  
 

3.1. Main Conclusions  
The symposium, through all the sessions, was expected to contribute to the following outcomes: 

- Improve understanding on how Research Infrastructures and EOSC are complementary and how can 

work together for a better development of the Open Science 

- Give an overview on relevant Research Infrastructure projects in the implementation of the Open 

Science and the ERA  

- Demonstrate the potential of the Research Infrastructures in making the European Research Area 

reality 

- Increase interaction and dialogue among the Research Infrastructure stakeholders 

 

After the analysis of all the presentations and discussion sessions, the main conclusions are detailed bellow:  

 

1. RIs have been key players in vertebrating the national communities across Europe. RIs are 

catalysts for the principles that thrive Science Policy through time. 

2. Transnational access programs have transformed the way of doing science and have been crucial 

in integrating national communities to work into an international level. 

3. The role of the Research Infrastructures is key for the development of EOSC. The ESFRI Research 

Infrastructures have addressed similar questions in the preparation and deployment of their 

infrastructures and can bring valuable experience to the cross-discipline and transnational 

generalisation that the EOSC platform represents.  

4. The RIs are key as validators and evaluators of EOSC solutions. EOSC should be a forum to 

encourage validation of solutions by a wide audience such as the RIs can provide. 

5. RIs and EOSC are complementary: RIs validate what can be exploited in the future and EOSC can 

foster the validation by a broader audience. RIs support researchers and EOSC should learn by 

the experience that is already there, on the other hand EOSC is bringing other communities not 

represented in the RIs. Converge and interaction within EOSC and the RIs is key to success. 

6. The Diamond Open Access is a flagship in the implementation of the Open Science at the 

European level. It is needed to foster its adoption to address disparity between disciplines. 

Standards of maturity are needed for the success of the Diamond Open Access. 

7. Data Management Plant (DMP) and Academic publishing are not only outputs but should be 

taken into account as part of the Open Science policy. 

8. There is still a long way to go at national level regarding open science. A cultural change is 

needed to fully implement Open Science and the reform of the research assessment will help to 

its implementation.  

9. Clear trend towards more remote or hybrid access. This has strong implications such as the 

workload of RIs, the interaction of RIs with users, the efficiency of training of users and staff and 

the potential impact on CO2 – Footprint (but depends on individual case – not necessarily remote 

access is more environmentally friendly than physical access) 
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10. User access programs are still fragmented, under-resourced and are complex at national and EU 

level. They increase administrative challenges due to larger EU projects, with more partners, less 

individual funding and shorter funding periods.  

11. Science complexity requires a dedicated development effort, which should be funded as 

innovation, and funding innovative projects should be a priority.  

12. It is important to have initiatives co-designed and co-developed with the researchers. Policy 

makers should make possible the requirements of the researches. 

13. RIs generate crucial data and provide very important services, but it is difficult to show their real 

impact and value.  

14. RIs should be stronger funded, mainly at national level for the 10th Framework Programme.  

15. The European Strategy Forum on Research Infrastructures (ESFRI) plays a crucial role as a policy 

advisory body within MS, AC and the European Union. ESFRI acts as a central platform for 

strategic thinking and collaboration, guiding the development of Research Infrastructures in 

Europe and contributing to the region's competitiveness in the global scientific landscape 

16. European Digital Infrastructure Consortium (EDICs) and Technology Infrastructures (TIs) need to 

be clearly defined. They represent an opportunity for Europe, but overlap and competition with 

RIs must be avoided and coordination at international and national level is required. 

 

 

3.2. Session reports 
 

Opening session. Welcome Words  
 

The opening session was conducted by Marina Pollán, ISCIII General Director and Daniele Gizzi, RICH Europe 

Coordinator from APRE. 

The first words were given by Marina Pollán, who highlighted the ISCIII’s commitment to promote and 

expand the participation of the health research ecosystem in the pan-European biomedical research 

infrastructures and to have a transnational, networked and collaborative science. For these reasons, ISCIII 

participates in the governance bodies of seven European Research Infrastructures (RIs) included in the Health 

domain in the ESFRI Roadmap. One of ISCIII main role regarding research infrastructures is to promote the 

participation of the Spanish research community in the RIs, with the aim of developing the national nodes of 

each of these infrastructures, ensuring the alignment of the national platforms integrated in the national 

nodes with the European and international RIs. It is one of ISCIII objectives, therefore, to make researchers 

aware of the RIs, so that they can participate and take full advantage of them, fostering Spanish science in 

the European framework. For all these reasons, ISCIII has become a reference Hub of biomedical research 

infrastructures in Spain. 

Daniele Gizzi, explained the overall aim of the project to improve and support the professionalization and 

harmonization of Research Infrastructures National Contact Points (NCPs) services across Europe and to 

contribute to the consolidation of the European research infrastructure ecosystem. The services provided by 

RICH Europe project to the stakeholders are: (1) Promotion of Transnational and Virtual Access Opportunities 

(TA/VA Database), (2) Involvement of widening countries, (3) RIs Landscape analysis in widening countries, 

https://rich-europe.eu/services-for-stakeholders/
https://rich-europe.eu/services-for-stakeholders/tas-calls/
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(4) International proposal check workshops in widening countries, (5) Dissemination on European 

Information events, (6) the organization of the Symposia on RIs and (7) Development of networking 

opportunities. 

 

Key Speaker. Research Infrastructures and ESOC contribution to ERA Implementation 
 

Patricia Postigo, Policy officer from the European Commission, underlined the value of “RICH project to be 

a stable platform not only to provide information to the researcher but also to the EC to shape the work 

programme with the experience of the users”. She reflected on ERA, after twenty-four years of its launch, 

and highlighted the successes and points for improvements. As successes, she mentioned the increase in the 

gross domestic spending on R&D, in number of researchers, in high-skilled jobs, and an improvement in 

the research careers. As points for improvements, she mentioned the higher pace of growth in US and China, 

the significant divides in R&I performance across the EU, that more ambitious policy reforms are required 

and the new political and social context that will shape the role of science, in the next ten years. 

She stressed that the RIs emerged as one of the priorities in European Science policy, and have evolved from 

big research scientific installation to broader collaboration with the idea not only of pooling resources, 

achieving critical mass, but also of bringing together the required expertise. She also mentioned the role of 

the RIs in connecting national communities and vertebrating the European scientific space. 

She underlined the main contributions of RIs (and EOSC) to ERA such as the access to services (transnational 

access vertebrates ERA); access to data (RIs are producers and curators of high-quality data); RIs integrate 

national communities at EU level; RIs link with education and training and industry. She highlighted RIs are 

catalysts for science policy drivers such as Open Science, mobility, research careers, sustainability… 

 

Session I – How Research Infrastructures can benefit from EOSC in the implementation of 

the Open Science 
 

This session contributed to understand how Research Infrastructures and EOSC are complementary and can 

work together for a better development of the Open Science. Four speakers were given 12 minutes to present 

their topics. After all presentations, there were 25 minutes for Q&A and for the discussion session. 

EOSC: Governance structure, strategy and evolution. Inmaculada Figueroa. Vice Director General for 

Internationalization of Science and Innovation, General Secretariat for Research and EOSC Steering Board. 

In the first presentation, Inmaculada Figueroa, explained the EOSC governance structure, its strategy and 

evolution. She explained that EOSC is formed by a tripartite governance: (1) European Commission with the 

DG RTD and DG CNECT (2) EOSC Association on the representation of the community behind -forming a Co-

programmed Partnership- and (3) EOSC Steering Board composed by national based expert group and the 

members nominated by the Ministries. She mentioned that EOSC implementation will, at least, lasts until 

2028 via EC funded projects, EOSC procurements and in-kind contributions (from the MS as part of the EOSC 

Steering Board contribution, the members of the EOSC Association and others) and she stressed that the 

ESOC construction is strongly based on national effort. She also highlighted that currently twenty-one ESFRI 

RIs are EOSC members and that they can bring valuable experience to the cross-discipline and transnational 
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generalization that the EOSC platform represents. She commented the main EOSC tasks for the future, and 

summarised them in five tasks that will be implemented through different instruments. (1) Deploying and 

operating the EOSC EU node Core, Exchange, FAIR Data Federation. (2) Maintaining and updating the EOSC 

EU node and expanding the EOSC federation (with elements that are close to the ‘market’). (3) Enabling a 

‘web of FAIR data and services’ for science. (4) Develop, prototype and test new elements supporting the 

evolution of the EOSC Core and Exchange and the tools enabling the federation (elements that can be made 

ready for the ‘market’). (5) Enabling Open Science policies and the uptake of Open Science practices. She 

stressed that EOSC has been built through a large number of projects and that it is time to move to a 

sustainable EOSC that is not dependent on the timing of the projects. For that reason, EOSC is entering in a 

production scenario, in 2024, through the Procurement of the EOSC EU Node (a federation approach). 

RIs Horizon Europe Projects which have contributed to the EOSC development 
This introduction was followed by a presentation of some RIs Horizon Europe Projects that are contributing 

to the EOSC development. The speakers were asked to mention how they are contributing to the EOSC 

development and the main challenges they are facing. 

Artificial Intelligence for the European Open Science Cloud, AI4EOSC. Álvaro López 
The first project presented was Artificial Intelligence for the European Open Science Cloud, AI4EOSC, 

presented by Álvaro López, as project coordinator. AI4EOSC provides a user-friendly workbench and toolbox 

for developing and running AI models, tightly integrated with the EOSC ecosystem (and now available for 

new users). AI4EOSC is building a platform and the AI4EOSC software stack which powers it.  He underlined 

that AI4EOSC is not focused on developing AI algorithms, but on helping researchers build their AI models 

and transforming them into services. the project is exploiting transparently already existing compute 

resources in EU e-Infrastructures. He also mentioned that AI4EOSC is a distributed and federated platform 

integrated with different cloud computing providers at European level like iMagine platform or EGI 

Infrastructure. 

He outlined some of the main challenges they are facing like the lack of quality (and quantity) data to build a 

robust Machine Learning model and the scarcity of data. He also stressed the impacts of AI4EOSC like the 

fact that they are bringing new horizontal and thematic services in the EOSC Exchange and they are 

transforming the development of AI models for science by providing scientist with tools that allow them to 

fullfill the principles and making the models more FAIR, robust and trustworthy. 

He pointed out that EOSC is a good opportunity to have an unified approach for common challenges like the 

communication channels towards research communities and RIs, the dissemination strategy, training and 

skills, ensuring Infrastructure access, resource and service sustainability, legal and ethic framework, etc. 

Skills for the European Open Science commons: creating a training ecosystem for Open and FAIR 

science, Skills4EOSC. Sara Di Giorgio 

The second project presented was Skills for the European Open Science commons: creating a training 

ecosystem for Open and FAIR science, Skills4EOSC, presented by Sara Di Giorgio, as project coordinator. The 

main goal of the project is to advance Open Science skills by unifying the current training landscape into a 

common and trusted pan-European ecosystem, closing the gaps identified in the EOSC Strategic Research 

and Innovation Agenda 2021 in relation to Open Science competences: lack of Open Science and data 

expertise, lack of a clear definition of data professional profiles and corresponding career paths, and 

fragmentation in training resources. She explained how to develop skills for the European Open Science 

commons: creating a training ecosystem for Open and Fair Science effort to build a European network of 

https://www.eosc.eu/sites/default/files/2022-11/Delivering_for_EOSC-Key_Exploitable_Results_of_Horizon_2020_EOSC-related_Projects.pdf
https://www.eosc.eu/sites/default/files/2022-11/Delivering_for_EOSC-Key_Exploitable_Results_of_Horizon_2020_EOSC-related_Projects.pdf
https://ai4eosc.eu/
https://ai4eosc.eu/
https://ai4eosc.eu/
https://ai4eosc.eu/
https://dashboard.cloud.ai4eosc.eu/
https://ai4eosc.eu/
https://ai4eosc.eu/
https://ai4eosc.eu/
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101058625
https://ai4eosc.eu/
https://eoscfuture.eu/ker/eosc-exchange/
https://www.skills4eosc.eu/
https://www.skills4eosc.eu/
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Competence Centres. The four priorities of the Skills4EOSC SRIA contributes to the EOSC. The forty-six 

partners, in eight countries, are “key doers” in Open Science in their country, region or domain. 

Open Science Clusters’ Action for Research and Society- O.S.C.A.R.S. Giovanni Lamanna 
The third project presented was Open Science Clusters’ Action for Research and Society, O.S.C.A.R.S, 

presented by Giovanni Lamanna as Project coordinator.  O.S.C.A.R.S is a project build on the Science Clusters 

approach to ensure the uptake of EOSC by research communities (Astronomy and Particle Physics; 

Environmental Science; Life Science; Photon and neutron science and Social Sciences and Humanities). The 

Science Cluster concept was aimed at supporting “Open-Science data-intensive research” in order to “raise 

productivity of researchers and to lead to new insights and innovation” and has enabled broader synergies 

and shared visions. 

The Science Clusters joined the EOSC concept in order to foster cooperation among RIs; offered the 

opportunity and the role to help the uptake of Open Science in Europe; to build and provide visions and to 

deploy cooperative actions and support a shared work programme.  The Science Clusters succeed in two 

main projects: O.S.C.A.R.S and EVERSE. 

O.S.C.A.R.S has the following objectives: (1) Consolidating achievements from the five H2020 INFRA-EOSC-

2018-01-04 projects (ENVRI Community, ESCAPE -European Science Cluster Astronomy & Particle physics 

ESFRI RIs, EOSC-Life, Panosc photo and neutron Open Science cloud- and SSH Open Cluster-Social Sciences & 

Humanities Resources) into lasting interdisciplinary services including working practices. (2) Leading the 

involvement of a broad range of research communities in Open Research (EOSC) via the development of new 

Open Science projects/services to drive the uptake of FAIR-data-intensive research throughout the ERA. 

 

 

Figure 1. Photo of the Session I 

 

Conclusion Session I 

After the presentation, there was a Q&A and discussion session. Some of the main conclusion are 

summarised below: 

https://www.skills4eosc.eu/
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101129751
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101129751
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101129751
https://science-clusters.eu/
https://science-clusters.eu/
https://science-clusters.eu/
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101129751
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101129751
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▪ RIs should be evaluators and validators of the EOSC to ensure its usefulness for scientists. This 

evaluation should emerge from cooperative work and should be quantitative and periodic in order 

to evolve the services. Also, was mention that RIs should steer scientifically the EOSC deployment.   

▪ RIs are a main element in the building of the EOSC: RIs are one of the biggest success in Europe in 

the experience of the federation of services and resources along different countries adding value to 

the services and resources at national level. The RIs have addressed similar questions in their 

preparation and deployment, so that they can bring valuable experience to the construction of the 

EOSC. It was also mentioned that RIs are supported in a sustainable long-term way by the member 

estates and are owned by them and this experience is worthy needed for the EOSC. RIs offer services 

to the scientific community, are well embedded in all the digital aspects and in the data management, 

RIs are Hub of knowledge, they offer services to the industry pushing the economy in Europe.  

▪ The social component of the role of the RIs was also mentioned. A change of culture in research is 

needed to embrace the Open Science, as a common language and a common view on how to use 

data is needed. RIs have also experience on this matter as they bring different stakeholders. 

▪ RIs and EOSC are complementary: RIs validate what can be exploited in the future and EOSC can 

foster the validation by a broader audience. RIs support researchers and EOSC should learn by the 

experience that is already there, on the other hand EOSC is bringing other communities not 

represented in the RIS. 

▪ EOSC should be a forum to encourage validation of solutions by a wide audience such as the RIs can 

provide. Converge and interaction within EOSC and the RIs is key to success. 

▪ Regarding sovereignty and privacy of data, it was mentioned that EOSC EU node mostly relies on 

European resources and providers and that the current regulation at European level ensure the 

protection of health data. 

 

 

Session II – Open Science practices in the Research Infrastructure WP framework: 

experience learnt & feedback to the Open Science policy 
 

This session contributed to give an overview on relevant Research Infrastructure projects in the 

implementation of the Open Science. Three projects were invited to explain the Open Science practices that 

they are implementing and some experiences learnt.  

Open Science practices and a digitally-skilled workforce. CRAFT-OA. Margo Bargheer 
The first project invited was Creating a Robust Accessible Federated Technology for Open Access, CRAFT-

OA, presented by Margo Bargheer as project coordinator. 

The main objective of CRAFT-OA project is to consolidate the Diamond OA publishing landscape with the 

objective to get a comprehensive understating of the Diamond OA publishing to understand the 

communication, dissemination, and publishing infrastructures as research infrastructures. The consortium 

consists of several partners with long-standing experience in open information infrastructures and Open 

Science, several partners responsible for Open Access publication services and several partners responsible 

for technical publishing platforms. She emphasized the importance of Diamond Open Access as a non-profit 

publishing model and as a flagship in the implementation of the Open Science at the European level. She also 

outlined the need to foster its adoption to address disparity between disciplines. She highlighted that one of 

https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101094397
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101094397
https://www.craft-oa.eu/
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the key exploitable results of the project is the Diamond Discovery Hub, a platform to increase visibility and 

recognition for Diamond OA publishing. It was stressed that it is needed a comprehensive understanding of 

technical and non-technical aspects of Diamond OA publishing  

Building with the scientific community a Web of FAIR data for Open Science. OSTrails. Elli 

Papadopoulou 
The second project invited was A collaborative initiative to promote FAIR research, OSTrails, presented by 

Elli Papadopoulou as project deputy coordinator. OSTrails is an infrastructure project aimed at delivering 

pathways for planning, tracking, and assessing research in various settings and environments, with the goal 

of enhancing service providers and embedding them throughout the research life cycle. Researchers produce 

results through various publishing venues, but the assessment of research requires evaluating the fairness 

and producibility of its results. The necessary information, such as Data Management Plans (DMP) and 

fairness assessments, is not always easily accessible or published. It was stressed that is needed to improve 

scientific knowledge graphs, focusing on data and metadata quality, and strengthening the efficacy of data 

management practices to achieve fairer results. 

Planning, tracking, and assessing scientific knowledge production. RDA TIGER. Alexandra Delipalta 
The third project invited was Research Data Alliance facilitation of Targeted International working Groups 

for EOSC related Research solutions, RDA TIGER, presented by Alexandra Delipalta, as director of 

Operations. The RDA TIGER aim is to improve the efficiency and visibility of working groups addressing global 

challenges by providing facilitation, communication, and support services. The project offers various types of 

support (including in-kind and direct support), and undergoes continuous improvement based on feedback 

from pilot groups. To apply for these services, working groups must align with the RDA's Strategic Research 

and Innovation Agenda and priorities. It was highlighted the importance of using public funds to build new 

services on existing communities to ensure their long-term success. RIs are increasingly requested to 

establish data policies to facilitate the sharing of data, with FAIR data and Data Management Plans (DMP), as 

core elements, among many others.  The RDA TIGER mission is “To Provide services to facilitate and support 

well-defined working groups between key European partnership and international initiatives, resulting in 

concrete alignment, harmonisation, and standardisation of Open Science developments and technologies 

globally”. 

 

Figure 2. Photo of the Session II 

https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101130187
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/org-details/999999999/project/101130187/program/43108390/details
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101094406
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101094406
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101094406
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101094406
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Conclusion Session II 

After the presentation, there was a Q&A and discussion session. Some of the main conclusion are 

summarised below: 

▪ Margo Bargheer, highlighted that the main CRAFT-OA contribution to the Open Science policy at the 

European level is to make sure that science owns its own publishing Infrastructures and that these 

infrastructures respond to the needs of science rather than the commercial sector needs. 

▪ Elli Papadopoulou, pointed out that Open Science came to provide correct action to limit the oligopoly 

of the science publishers, and that nowadays with the Open Science and EOSC movements, there is a 

huge opportunity to avoid the same problem with data.  

▪ Alexandra Delipalta, stressed that the kind of actions that are being developed in the RDA TIGER project, 

contribute to increase the fairness and credibility of data, the interoperability of standars, with a cross 

disciplinary perspective.  

▪ It was mentioned that at European level Open Science policies started more than 10 years ago, and that 

much progress has been made, but at national level there is still a long way to go. It was stressed that a 

cultural change is needed to fully implement Open Science and that the reform of the research 

assessment will help a lot.  

▪ It was stressed that all the projects that have been presented in the session II are unlocking the potential 

of observable data points, and with these observable, quality, standarised data, the science landscape 

will be richer and more impactful for society. The OSTrails project is building the infrastructure to make 

these observable data points available, explore and exploit them. 

 

 

Session III – How Research Infrastructures can contribute to the European Research Area: 

experiences from EU projects & outlook to priorities in the future 
 

This session contributed to show the potential of the Research Infrastructures in making the European 

Research Area a reality and to give an overview on relevant Research Infrastructure projects in the 

implementation of the ERA. Several projects were invited to explain how they support the green/digital 

transition, a broader and more sustainable access, and the interaction of research infrastructures, e-

infrastructures and stakeholders, including through EOSC. Projects were asked to list the main challenges in 

their fields, which of them the project addresses and why the project results will make a difference. 

- How the Research Infrastructure Work Programme supports the green/digital transition 
To speak about how the Research Infrastructure Work Programme supports the green/digital transition, two 

projects were invited. 

Research Facility 2.0: Towards a more energy-efficient and sustainable path, RF2.0. Andrea 

Santamaria Garcia 
The first project invited was Research Facility 2.0: Towards a more energy-efficient and sustainable path, 

RF2.0, presented by Andrea Santamaria Garcia as Management Team and WP Leader. RF2.0’s aim is to 

reduce the environmental and climate footprint of research infrastructures, specifically particle accelerators 

and computing centres. The project involves optimizing resources and energy consumption throughout the 

https://www.craft-oa.eu/
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101094406
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/org-details/999999999/project/101130187/program/43108390/details
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101131850
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101131850
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research infrastructure's life cycle and increasing long-term sustainability in European Research 

Infrastructures. It is importance of making AI models accessible to scientists through platforms like EOSC and 

the significance of virtual access to RIs. 

Imaging data and services for aquatic science iMagine. Álvaro López 
The second project invited was Imaging data and services for aquatic science, iMagine, presented by Álvaro 

López as WP Leader, Activity and Service Board Member.  iMagine’s aim is to deploy, operate, validate, and 

promote a dedicated iMagine AI framework and platform, connected to EOSC and AI4EU, giving researchers 

in aquatic sciences open access to a diverse portfolio of AI based image analysis services and image 

repositories from multiple RIs, working on and of relevance to the overarching theme of ‘Healthy oceans, 

seas, coastal and inland waters. 

- How the Research Infrastructure Work Programme supports broader and more sustainable 

access 
To speak about how the Research Infrastructure Work Programme supports broader and more sustainable 

access, two projects were invited. 

Pathway to Improved Resilience and Digital and Remote Access, eRImote project. Annica Thies 
The first project invited was Pathway to Improved Resilience and Digital and Remote Access, eRImote 

project, presented by Annica Thies, as project coordinator.  The eRImote project is the first to consider 

solutions for digital and remote service provision across RI domains and to look for transferable practices and 

new developments that will improve accessibility and resilience of RI infrastructures. She stressed that, as 

first point was needed to defined “Remote Access” bringing all the different communities. In the project 

there is a task aimed to identify EOSC activities with direct impact on remote access provision. Even if at this 

stage there is little impact, EOSC can contribute to the remote access making it more tangible for people. 

Some recommendations for EOSC and eRImote were made as (1) Landscape of EOSC and access protocols is 

fragmented – a standardise access protocols across RIs is needed. (2) Address Remote Access Gaps: Allocate 

resources towards addressing deficiencies in remote access capabilities, such as real-time data streaming.  

(3) Focus on Implementation Projects: Prioritise real-world implementation projects that deliver tangible 

infrastructure and address specific research needs. (4) Bridge Communication Gaps: Foster greater 

collaboration and communication between EOSC developers and researchers to bridge language and 

communication barriers. (5) Enhance Metadata Standardisation: Accelerate efforts towards metadata 

exchange and standardization to improve interoperability among EOSC services. (6) Provide Legal and Ethical 

Guidance: Offer clear guidance on legal and ethical considerations related to data access and security within 

EOSC, ensuring compliance with regulations such as General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR). (7) Facilitate 

Collaboration with External Partners  

She stressed that eRImote Green Paper: Facilitating remote and virtual access provision by European research 

infrastructures- Requirements, issues, and recommendations, is the legacy document to show what have 

been learned on workload, interaction, efficiency of training, international accessibility, potential impact on 

Co2 regarding the digital and remote access.  She highlighted that metrics are important to be developed. 

Providing cutting edge cancer research services across Europe, CanSERV. Jens K. Habermann 
The second project invited was Providing cutting edge cancer research services across Europe, CanSERV 

presented by Jens K. Habermann, as coordinator. CanSERV provides cutting edge, interdisciplinary and 

customised oncology services across the entire cancer continuum. The aim is to offer a comprehensive 

portfolio of oncology-related research services available to all scientists in EU member countries, associated 

https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101058625
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101058625
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101058625
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101057557
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101057557
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101057557
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101057557
https://www.canserv.eu/
https://www.canserv.eu/
https://www.canserv.eu/
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countries and beyond. He stressed that there are challenges to be tackled such as: (1) User access 

programmes are fragmented, under resourced and complex at national and EU level. (2) Larger EU projects 

with more partners face increasing administrative challenges due to the reduce of funding and shorter 

funding periods. (3) New legal entities such as ERICs and EDIC pose risks for governance structures. (4) The 

absence of pooled funding requires significant in-kind contributions to synchronise several EU projects. (5) 

The under-utilisation of generic RIs contrasts with the defragmentation challenges posed by disease-specific 

projects and data spaces and (6) the lack of direct representation in EOSC-A hinders the flow of information 

and engagement of RIs. 

 

 
Figure 3. Photo of the Session III 

 

- How the Research Infrastructure Work Programme supports interaction of research 

infrastructures, e-infrastructures and stakeholders, including through EOSC 
To speak how the Research Infrastructure Work Programme supports interaction of research infrastructures, 

e-infrastructures and stakeholders, including through EOSC, two initiatives were invited. 

GÉANT. Tom Fryer 
GÉANT, was presented by Tom Fryer, Head of International Relations. GÉANT is part of the Pan-EU e-Infra 

Ecosystem. The GÉANT network interconnects research, education and innovation communities worldwide, 

with secure, high-capacity networks. It designs, plans, builds and operates the large-scale, high-performance 

GÉANT network that connects European National Research and Education Networks (NRENs) to each other 

and the rest of the world for sharing, accessing and processing the high data volumes generated by research 

and education communities and for testing innovative technologies and concepts. It supports and 

implements the EOSC, currently implementing EOSC EU Node via the recent EOSC procurement. GÉANT is an 

active member in the e-Infrastructure Reflection Group (e-IRG), ensuring support research infrastructures. 

EGI.Isabel Campos 
EGI was presented by Isabel Campos, from the EGI Executive Board. EGI is the consolidation of the distributed 

computing and services in Europe and it is a unique infrastructure. EGI coordinate, among other projects, 

InterTwin that develops a software infrastructure necessary for extreme-scale simulations, data fusion, data 

https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101086099
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101086099
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101086099
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101086099
https://www.egi.eu/tab/federated-cloud/
https://www.egi.eu/tab/federated-cloud/
https://www.egi.eu/tab/federated-cloud/
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handling, and machine learning necessary to efficiently deploy and connect different digital twins with the 

overall DestinE platform. 

 

  

Figure 4. Photo of the Session III 

 

Outlook to the future Research Infrastructure Work Programmes (2025-2027), Patricia 

Postigo 
To talk about Outlook to the future Research Infrastructure Work Programmes (2025-2027), Patricia Postigo, 

Policy officer, from the European Commission was invited. She highlighted that the future of the next 

Framework Programme is under discussion, new ideas are required, there should be a balance between 

creating a stable environmental path in Europe, and focusing most of the efforts on the shared priorities. 

It was mentioned that is very hard to measure the real impact of RIs. They are being used in many projects 

but their use is not monitored and to assess them will involve a lot of bureaucracy. RIs generate crucial data 

and provide very important services, but they are not very visible and that is reflected in the Research 

Infrastructures budget allocation in Framework programmes. It is difficult to show their real impact and 

value.  

She mentioned there were two ideas being discussed about how make things different in the future 10th 

Framework programme:   

▪ One is related to Transnational Access (TA). Currently it is funded through projects and it could be good 

to change this scheme and have a central point to see and understand what are the Transnational 

Access opportunities, a common point to submit the proposal, the selection, etc. This would be a 

transparent scheme and would not imply gap years within projects. 

▪ The other one concerns the creation of transnational European communities. There used to be an 

instrument, integrating activities, but it is no longer in the current program. Even though, creating new 

transnational European communities and reinforcing existing ones is important and there should be a 

specific instrument. 

 

She encouraged people to send their comments to the EC because it is the moment to shape new ideas for 

the forthcoming work programmes.  
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Conclusion Session III 

After these presentations, there was a Q&A and discussion session. Some of the main conclusion are 

summarised below: 

▪ The AI tools were mentioned as an important tool to help in projects with complexed administration, as 

CanSERV, eventhough it was stressed that availability of data and quality data will be requiered.  It was 

mentioned that the Cancer Mission is represented in the Steering and Advisory Boards of CanSERV and 

that the CanSERV services portfolio is being updated. 

▪ AI will be very energy consuming not only in electricity but in water. There are projects working on that, 

like RF2.0 project, which will tackle not just with particle accelerators but also with data centers so that 

processes consume less energy. It was mentioned also that new language models less energy and water 

consuming are being developed (like the federated approaches) and that there are some projects 

working on including the environmental footprint of the models. There is a need to make people aware 

of the environmental footprint and the consequences of individual actions and to use this AI tool in a 

meaningful and responsible way. 

▪ The importance of tailoring iniciatives to the scientists was stressed and that they should be co-designed 

and co-developed with the researchers. 

▪ RIs should be stronger funded at national level  for the 10th Framework Programme and that the national 

commitment is a prerequisite for the RIs to be considered by european programmes. 

▪ It is difficult to match bottom up approach of the RI ecosystem with top-down measures approved by 

the EC. Policy makers should make possible the requirements of the researches. 

▪ Not being an ERIC is not an obstacle for scientific collaboration at RI workprogrammes, as sevaral calls 

are open for all the RIs, not only for the ERIC ones or for the ones included in the ESFRI Roadmap.  

 

Closing and concluding remarks 
For the closing and concluding remark session José Luis Martínez, ESFRI Chair, and Eva Ortega-Paíno, 

General Research Secretary, were invited. 

 

José Luis Martínez explained that ESFRI was established in 2002 to develop a coherent and strategy-driven 

approach to RIs, in Europe and that ESFRI acts as a central platform for strategic thinking and collaboration, 

guiding the development of RIs, in Europe, and contributing to the region's competitiveness in the global 

scientific landscape.  ESFRI vision is for equipping Europe with infrastructures for ground-breaking research. 

ESFRIS’s activities are focused on: (1) Landscape analysis - Since 2016- provides an overview of the European 

RI ecosystem, (2) ESFRI Roadmap is a strategic document that identifies and prioritizes mayor research 

infrastructures of pan-European importance and (3). ESFRI monitoring guarantees the excellence of the 

Landmark label.  

RIs are well related to ERA due to ERA ensures the openness and accessibility of world-class sustainable RIs 

for researchers in Europe, and develops further and consolidate RIs, their integrative function in the R&I 

ecosystem and their potential in providing solutions to societal challenges. To ensure the interaction between 

ESFRI and EOSC there is an ESFR-EOSC Task Force to guarantee a structural interface between the ESFRI 

Forum and the ESOC Steering Board to align collective interests and maximize the impact of efforts. More in 

detail: (1) to help reduce the fragmentation of the research data landscape, in Europe, by stimulating the 

https://www.canserv.eu/
https://www.canserv.eu/
https://www.canserv.eu/
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101131850
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connection of ESFRI RIS and ERICs to the EOSC Federation and (2) to assist in increasing FAIR research data 

productivity in Europe  

 

Some challenges were outlined: 

- The significant challenge to defining and developing the implementation for such federation model 

- Maintaining EOSC’s sovereignty while making data available 

- The interaction between RIs, as important data providers, within the EOSC Federation or EOSC-A 

- The difficulty to finance extra resources like personnel, hardware, software or AI, need by RIs to provide 

the data requested and needed by EOSC. 

The European Digital Infrastructure Consortium (EDIC) is a legal instrument, available to MS, to speed up 

and simplify the setup of the implementation of multi-country projects. The EDIC’s main goal is to provide a 

clear, well defined “digital service” to the MS/EU during the EDIC lifetime. Private entities can be part of 

EDICs by request of a group of MS to the EC.  

 

Related to the Technology Infrastructures (TIs), the lack of scale-up and technology diffusion have been 

identified as the main barriers to industrial transformation in the EU, due to insufficient investment in 

infrastructures and new technologies (Council Conclusions 2017-2018). There are facilities, equipment, 

capabilities and support services required to develop, test and upscale technology to advance from validation 

in a laboratory up to higher Technology Readiness Level (TRLs) prior to competitive market entry. They may 

be operated by not-for profit Research and Technology Organisations (RTOs) or technical universities but can 

be found in big industries as well. 

 

Some challenges were identified in relation to EDICs and TIs: 

- Need for a clear definition of EDICs and TIs. Differences, boundaries, interface… 

- Opportunity for Europe. Risk of setting competition among RIs. Avoid overlapping. 

- Risk of overdiluting RIs. There should be a push towards amalgamation of the system, not over 

dilution. 

- Need of coordination inside national governments to allocate EDICs/TIs within the appropriate 

national ministry portfolio (need of a clear definition). 

- Need of coordination inside EC (DG-Connect / DG-RTD). 

- Lifetime of EDICs/TIs. 

- Definition of the financial/business model for TIs and EDICs (paid by users?, others?, market 

distortion?). 

 

Eva Ortega-Paíno, General Research Secretary, outlined the main conclusions of the sessions: 

The first session contributed to understand how RIs and EOSC are complementary and can work together for 

a better development of the Open Science. It showed the added value of EOSC not only for RIs, but also for 

researchers and for the producers of the data. In addition, more detail about the evolution of EOSC and the 

main challenges to have a fully operational EOSC were presented.   

The second session provided an overview on relevant Research Infrastructure projects in the implementation 

of Open Science. The speakers explained the role of their projects as part of the European Open Science 
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Policy, the main challenges they face in implementing open science practices, and the main outputs their 

projects will provide to the European Open science Policy.  

The third session showed the potential of the Research Infrastructures in making the European Research 

Area a reality and provided an overview on relevant Research Infrastructure projects in the implementation 

of the ERA. The speakers explained how the results of their project will make a difference.  

She stressed that the presentations showed the remarkable advances, collaborative efforts and immense 

potential that the RIs hold for driving innovation and scientific progress in a variety of fields. She remarked 

that the Symposium helped to move forward the spirit of collaboration, commitment to excellence, and the 

shared vision for a more connected and impactful research landscape in Europe and beyond.  
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4. SYMPOSIUM FACTS & FIGURES  
 

4.1 STATISTICS  

 
An evaluation survey was designed to receive feedback from the attendees to improve futures editions of 
the symposium. The main findings of this survey are summarised below. 
 
There was a high participation in the symposium, with 111 attendees. Out of 111, 23 answered out 
questionnaire (20,7 %). It is a low percentage but relevant to understand the opinion about the symposium. 
 
The following 14 questions were asked in the evaluation survey:  

4.1.1. Attendees and their role 
There were 111 participants from 30 different countries, all over the world. Everyone who answered the 

survey attended the symposium in person. 

Regarding the role of the attendees, as we can see in the Graph. 1, there were a big diversity of roles 

presented. Out of 23 people who answered, 5 were HE RIs NCPs, 5 were representatives from European 

Research Infrastructures/ERICS’ representatives/EC, 6 were RIs potential applicants, 2 were members of 

research funding ministries and agencies and the rest 5, were from other groups. 

 

 

4.1.2. Overall Satisfaction 
All the people who answered the survey were very satisfied (61%) or satisfied (39%) with the overall 
Symposium. 
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4.1.3. Content Relevance 
All the people who answered the survey considered the topics covered relevant to their interests or field of 

expertise. 

4.1.4. Quality of Presentations 
All the people who answered the survey considered the quality of the presentations excellent (65%) or 

good (35%) 

4.1.5. Speakers 
All of the surveyed considered that the speakers communicate effectively their ideas in the session I and 

the session II. Just in session, III 1 surveyed considered they did not do it. 

 

4.1.6. Sessions 
In general, the surveyed considered most interesting the session I (32%) followed by the session III and the 

EC speech (20%) 

 

 

4.1.7. Symposium duration 
Concerning the duration of the event, the 83% of the surveyed agreed that the duration of the symposium 

was adequate. 
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4.1.8. Overall organization of the symposium 
All the people who answered the survey considered the general symposium organization was excellent 

(65%) or good (35%) 

 

4.1.9. Venue 
All the people who answered the survey considered the venue was excellent (74%) or good (26%) 

 

4.1.10. Other additional comments regarding the sessions or overall agenda 
Some of the answers were: 

− The organization was of a very high level. Top speakers and excellent support office. 

− The diversity of stakeholders presented in the session (NCPs, policy officers, ESFRI representatives, 

etc.) provided a unique opportunity for discussion of the future of the EU RI landscape.  

− Very good agenda.  

− I see well the Symposium duration because you have concentrated several topics in one day. Could 

be a bit more time left for panel discussions and answering questions from the audience, even though 

we had discussions in the coffee breaks -but just 30 mins- would have been good to have this time 

spread out to the sessions 7-8 mins more to each for discussions and reflections. 

− Sessions (generally speaking, not only at this symposium) keep on reproducing a format very much 

"centered" on the speakers than in the audience, with little/limited exchange, discussion. We should 

look for alternative schemes with a more participative role of the audience (I am aware of the effort 

and difficulties involved) 

− There were too many project presentations one after the other. Maybe changing subjects or 

including discussions between one project session and another could help to make the event 

"lighter". 

 

4.1.11. Suggestions for improving future symposiums 

− More time for networking and panel discussions. 

− Coffee and drinks before the start of symposium. 

− Printed programme available. 

− To communicate earlier on the event. 

− Basic info could be provided in advance. Updates to the programme should also be communicated. 

− Maybe some social activity organised after the event would have been good. 

− Add interactive sessions so you/everyone take advantage of having so many relevant and 

knowledgeable people in the audience. This could be done adding one day to the meeting, adding 

slido questions on the spot, adding group discussions in break outs. 

 

4.1.12. Key takeaways from this event 

− The uncertainty of the future of EOSC. 

− Future plans for EOSC, work done by others and, over all, some networking to know people, which is 

the most important thing in these events. 
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− RIs are significant in building EOSC, and that cannot be done without Open Science, as well as 

funding. 

− Challenges in the funding and sustainability of EU RIs. 

− RIs are very important and need more financial support. 

− RIs is a complex subject, difficult to explain to non-experts, but essential to understand and reflect 

on its possibilities. 

− That there is a huge lack of information. First, the existence and possible use of RIs, in spite of the 

efforts that, likely, have been done. Second, the quantity of work (of a high-Q) being developed by 

colleagues/projects that remains "unknown" for potential "beneficiaries". Third, that current 

schemes (EU) for defining contents/priorities and designing application formats still has room for 

improvement. 

− Many interesting aspects to the RI landscape. 

− Well, I pick good different info about EOSC and RI. 

 

4.1.13. Topics of interest for an eventual future Symposium 

− The panorama of digital infrastructures with respect to the new platforms (EDIC, TI). 

− Anyone having to do with Research and Innovation Funding. 

− Update on legal entities (ERIC, EDIC, TI) and conclusions of ESFRI landscape analysis, follow-up 

discussion on direction of FP10 

− A programme including more "hands-on", practical activities (workshop?), with specific focus 

(subject, phase,..), that could take place in parallel. This, of course, as a result of matching interests 

of (possible) participants and organizer/s. 

− RIs in FP10. 

− More about how to contact the infrastructures and examples of research projects done on them. 

− Success stories of RI that would be useful to other RIs. 

− Share knowledge about challenges/solutions according to the maturity of RIs (preparatory, 

production, consolidation, decommission). 

− Brokerage event. 

− How to profit from opportunities offered by RIs (training, on-site and remote access, where to find 

the information, etc.). 

− Unit costs, lump sum, access from RIs to EIC. 

− Further look into ESFRI-EOSC. Open Science, EOSC impact (likely looking into RIs/projects impact). 

Overall impact topic would be good to address next time that could reflect similar agenda, case 

studies, activities, successes etc. and looking into ERA new framework and Open Science policy. 

 

4.1.14. Other additional comments: 

− The organization was excellent and the place was really nice.  

− I am very happy grateful for having participated: my most sincere congratulations to all. 

− An excellent opportunity that combined networking with a broad range of stakeholders with high 

quality presentations from projects /RIs. 

− It was very interesting Symposium with fantastic organisation in nice place. 

− Congratulations to the organisation, it was very well organised and the food was good too. 
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− Thank you very much for all your efforts for organising this event. 

− The organisation of the event (and the food) was great. Congratulations. 

− Thanks for organising this!  

− Thank you for the event, it was well organised, interesting and useful to attend. Also thank you for 

providing recording on YouTube as well, that is very helpful. 

 

4.2. MOST INTERESTING FACTS COMPILATION 

− 111 people attended the Symposium from more than 30 different countries all over the world. 

− Good reviews in all categories with a majority of surveyed choosing the option “excellent“, when it 

was presented . 

− Well valued keynotes speakers. 

− A good combination of networking, with a broad range of stakeholders with high quality 

presentations from projects /RIs. 

− Most remarked drawback: more time for networking and panel discussions. 
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5. ANNEXES 

5.1. Agenda  

1st Symposium of Research Infrastructures 

RICH Europe Project 

Research Infrastructure (RI) and European Open Science Cloud (EOSC) in the 

Horizon Europe Research Infrastructure Work Programme 

On-line Access: https://youtube.com/live/CDeW4XWMyDU?feature=share 

 

LOCATION: Madrid, Spain.  Institute of Health Carlos III (ISCIII). Av. Monforte de Lemos, 5. Pavilion 13, Ernest 

Lluch Auditorium.  

 

DATE: 7th May 2024 

 

PROGRAMME 

 

9.00h-9.30h Registration  

 

9.30h-9.50h Welcoming words  

Marina Pollán, Director General- ISCIII 

Daniele Gizzi, RICH Europe Coordinator- APRE. RICH Europe project and its role.  

 

9.50h-10.15h Keynote speaker  

Research Infrastructures and EOSC contribution to ERA Implementation. Patricia Postigo, Policy officer, 

European Commission. 

 

10.15-11.30h Session I: How Research Infrastructures can benefit from EOSC in the implementation of the 

open science 

 

Moderator: Ignacio Blanquer (Universitat Politècnica de València) 

 

▪ EOSC: Governance structure, strategy and evolution: Inmaculada Figueroa, Vice Director General for 

Internationalization of Science and Innovation, General Secretariat for Research. EOSC Steering Board  

▪ RIs Horizon Europe Projects which have contributed to the EOSC development:  

▪ Artificial Intelligence for the European Open Science Cloud, AI4EOSC - AGENCIA ESTATAL CONSEJO 

SUPERIOR DE INVESTIGACIONES CIENTIFICAS. Álvaro López, Coordinator  

▪ ‘Skills for the European Open Science commons: creating a training ecosystem for Open and FAIR 

science, Skills4EOSC- CONSORTIUM GARR. Sara Di Giorgio, Coordinator 

▪ Open Science Clusters’ Action for Research and Society- O.S.C.A.R.S. - CENTRE NATIONAL DE LA 

RECHERCHE SCIENTIFIQUE CNRS. Giovanni Lamanna, Coordinator   

https://youtube.com/live/CDeW4XWMyDU?feature=share
https://www.eosc.eu/sites/default/files/2022-11/Delivering_for_EOSC-Key_Exploitable_Results_of_Horizon_2020_EOSC-related_Projects.pdf
https://ai4eosc.eu/
https://www.skills4eosc.eu/
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101129751
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Questions, answers and debate session 

 

11.30-12.00h Coffee break 

 

12.00-13.00h Session II - Open Science practices in the Research Infrastructure WP framework: experience 

learnt & feedback to the Open Science policy 

 

Moderator: Pilar Rico (Fundación Española para la Ciencia y la Tecnología, FECYT) 

▪ Open Science practices and a digitally-skilled workforce: Improving and coordinating technical 

infrastructure for institutional open access publishing across Europe. HORIZON-INFRA-2022-EOSC-01-02: 

Creating a Robust Accessible Federated Technology for Open Access CRAFT-OA - GEORG-

AUGUST-UNIVERSITAT GOTTINGEN STIFTUNG OFFENTLICHEN RECHTS. Margo Bargheer, Coordinator 

▪ Building with the scientific community a Web of FAIR data for open science:  Support for initiatives 

helping to generate global standards, specifications and recommendations for open sharing of FAIR 

research data, publications and software. HORIZON-INFRA-2022-EOSC-01-04: Research Data Alliance 

facilitation of Targeted International working Groups for EOSC-related Research solutions RDA TIGER - 

RESEARCH DATA ALLIANCE ASSOCIATION Belgium. Alexandra Delipalta, Director of Operations 

▪ Planning, tracking, and assessing scientific knowledge production: Open Science Plan-Track-Assess 

Pathways. HORIZON-INFRA-2023-EOSC-01-03: A collaborative initiative to promote FAIR research 

OSTrails- OPENAIRE AMKE. Elli Papadopoulou, Deputy Coordinator 

 

Questions, answers and debate session 

13.00-14.15h Lunch Break 

14.15-16.30h Session III - How Research Infrastructures can contribute to the European Research Area: 

experiences from EU projects & outlook to priorities in the future  
 

Moderator: RICH Europe Project (Christoph Peschke, DLR) 

▪ How the Research Infrastructure Work Programme supports the green/digital transition:  

- HORIZON-INFRA-2023-TECH-01-01: New technologies and solutions for reducing the 

environmental and climate footprint of RI: RF2.0 - Research Facility 2.0: Towards a more energy-

efficient and sustainable path. Andrea Santamaria Garcia, Management Team and WP Leader 

- HORIZON-INFRA-2021-SERV-01-06: Enabling research infrastructure services for better use of 

imaging data to address challenges in thematic research areas- iMagine - Imaging data and 

services for aquatic science. Álvaro López, WP Leader, Activity and Service Board Member 

 

▪ How the Research Infrastructure Work Programme supports broader and more sustainable access:  

- European Research Infrastructures - Pathway to Improved Resilience and Digital and Remote 

Access:  eRImote project. Annika Thies, Coordinator  

https://www.craft-oa.eu/
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101094406
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/org-details/999999999/project/101130187/program/43108390/details
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101131850
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101131850
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101058625
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101058625
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101057557
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- Challenge-Driven Provision of RI Services: Providing cutting edge cancer research services across 

Europe: CanSERV. Jens K. Habermann, Coordinator 

 

15.20-15.40h Coffee Break 

 

▪ How the Research Infrastructure Work Programme supports interaction of research infrastructures, e-

infrastructures and stakeholders, including through EOSC. 

- GÉANT in Horizon Europe, GEANT VERENIGING. Tom Fryer, Head of International Relations at 

GÉANT  

- EGI and the Digital twins. Isabel Campos, EGI Executive Board  

 

▪ Outlook to the future Research Infrastructure Work Programmes (2025-2027). Patricia Postigo, Policy 

officer, European Commission. 

 

Questions, answers and debate session 

 

16.30h-17.00h Closing and concluding remarks. 

José Luis Martínez, ESFRI Chair 

Eva Ortega-Paíno, General Research Secretary  

 

17.00h-18.00h Networking Cocktail 

https://www.canserv.eu/
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101086099
https://www.egi.eu/tab/federated-cloud/

