
RICH Symposium Madrid
How the Research Infrastructure Work Programme 
supports broader and more sustainable access: 

eRImote: European Research Infrastructures – Pathway to
improved resilience and digital and remote access

Annika Thies, DESY - eRImote Coordinator



Outline

2

• eRImote in a nutshell

• eRImote and EOSC

• eRImote information platform

• eRImote Green paper
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The challenges we adress

• Covid19-lockdowns forced many RI to abruptly provide remote access

• No time for learning from the
experiences of similar facilities,
let alone from different 
communities

• Clear trends from RIs to increase 
and improve remote/hybrid 
and virtual access (see also ESFRI 
Report on Access to RI, Dec. 2023)
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Who we are

Partners from:
• Life Sciences
• Environmental Sciences
• Physical Sciences and 

Engineering
• Social and Cultural 

Sciences



Breaking down „Remote Access“
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What we do

Project duration 1.6.2022 – 31.11.2024



Data collection
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Workshops Expert Groups

Available on the eRImote 
Online Information 
Platform



eRImote and EOSC
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Task aimed to identify EOSC activities with direct impact on remote access provision.

Arranged a discussion between eRImote partners and EOSC taskforce representatives

Invited participants were both eRImote partners, and in the following EOSC Taskforces:
• FAIR Metrics and Data Quality Task Force
• Researcher Engagement & Adoption Task Force (REA TF)
• Infrastructures for Quality Research Software Task Force
• Technical Interoperability of Data and Services Task Force
• Long-Term Data Preservation Task Force
• Financial Sustainability Task Force

Main conclusion: at this stage little to no visible impact.



Recommendations for EOSC and eRImote
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• Landscape of EOSC and access protocols is fragmented - standardise access protocols across RIs

• Address Remote Access Gaps: Allocate resources towards addressing deficiencies in remote access 
capabilities, such as real-time data streaming.

• Focus on Implementation Projects: Prioritise real-world implementation projects that deliver tangible 
infrastructure and address specific research needs.

• Bridge Communication Gaps: Foster greater collaboration and communication between EOSC 
developers and researchers to bridge language and communication barriers.

• Enhance Metadata Standardisation: Accelerate efforts towards metadata exchange and 
standardization to improve interoperability among EOSC services.

• Provide Legal and Ethical Guidance: Offer clear guidance on legal and ethical considerations related to 
data access and security within EOSC, ensuring compliance with regulations such as GDPR.

• Facilitate Collaboration with External Partners – e.g. erimote@desy.de



eRImote Information platform

www.eRImote.eu/resources



eRImote Green Paper

Facilitating remote and virtual access provision by European research infrastructures – 
Requirements, issues, and recommendations

• Target audience: Policy makers, funders (EC, national funders/ministries), RI leadership

• First findings:

• Clear trend towards more remote or hybrid access

• Strong implications for 

• Workload of RIs (not yet reflected in funding programmes)

• Interaction of RIs with users/role of RIs

• Efficiency of training of users and staff

• International accessibility, access for researchers unable to travel

• Potential impact on CO2 –Footprint, but depends on individual case – not necessarily more 

environmentally friendly than physical access 

Consultation upcoming –
please contribute!



Thank you for your attention!

Further information:
www.eRImote.eu

Engage with us on LinkedIn: 
linkedin.com/erimote
Sign up to the eRImote newsletter on the
website and be informed about consultations
and surveys
Engage with us on X @erimote_eu
Contact us at erimote@desy.de – or
annika.thies@desy.de
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Upcoming: Green paper consultation
+ Survey:

http://www.erimote.eu/
mailto:erimote@desy.de
mailto:annika.thies@desy.de
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