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Who is RDA?

An organisation and a community creating community 
solutions to data challenges 

Since 2013, this international, member-based 
organisation focused on the development of 
infrastructure and community activities that reduce 
barriers to data sharing and exchange, and the 
acceleration of data- driven innovation worldwide. 

The RDA’s mission is to build the social and technical 
bridges that enable open sharing and reuse of data. 



How does RDA work?

Global, community-led groups addressing various 
challenges around research data

Communities of Practice

investigate, discuss and provide 
knowledge and skills within a specific 

discipline and/or research domain.

Working Groups

Lifespan of 12-18 months and 
are the main vehicle for 

producing the RDA Outputs. 

                   Interest Groups

Operate without a time limit, 
and directly or indirectly enable 
data sharing, exchange, or 
interoperability.



…in a nutshell

89 Groups of which 35 Working Groups & 53 
Interest Groups & 1 Community of Practice

14,241 Individual Members from 148 countries: 
70% Academia & Research, 14% Public Administration, 
13% Enterprise & Industry

67 Organisational Members & 13 Affiliate 
Members

72 Flagship Outputs, including 8 ICT Technical 
Specifications

200+ Adoption Cases across multiple disciplines, 
organisations & countries



RDA Recommendations that Make Data 
Work

 Adopted code, policy, specifications, standards, or 
practices that enable data sharing

 “Harvestable” efforts for which 12-18 months of 
work can eliminate a roadblock

 Efforts that have substantive applicability to groups 
within the data community but may not apply to all

 Efforts that can start today

“Create - Adopt - Use”



The Value of RDA for RIs
Research infrastructures are increasingly requested to establish data policies and to facilitate 
the sharing of data, with FAIR data and data management plans as core elements, among many 
others. 

✓ Internationalisation of scientific data development activities
RDA provides a global, established, trusted, neutral, and formal platform for solution creation in the field of 
research data. Participating in or creating an RDA group is a good way to ensure your developments are 
implementable at an international level.

✓ Engaging with the Global RDA community
RDA provides access to solutions for your specific challenges and allows you to test cases and 
share experiences across scientific disciplines and professional communities.

✓ Global engagement supports sustainability and adoption
RDA Recommendations and Outputs are regularly being adopted and tested. Ensured 
sustainability as the groups can continue to develop, adopt and maintain the results 
long after the original development phase.



Join the RDA Community

✓ Individual membership is free, as is participation in the groups. Just register on 
the RDA website.

✓ Participate in the twice-a-year RDA plenaries, which bring the global community 
together in one (physical or virtual) place.



RDA TIGER - The Concept

Service provision for the Working Groups

o lower barrier to start the WG work

o quality-of-life improvements, added efficiency, visibility

o improved quality of outputs, more impactful outcomes

o Increased attractiveness of RDA WGs as a tool to solve issues globally

The mission: “To Provide services to facilitate and support well-defined 

Working Groups between key European partnership and international initiatives, 

resulting in concrete alignment, harmonisation, and standardisation of Open 

Science developments and technologies globally”



RDA TIGER - Types of Support

Support Services
✓ Facilitation 
✓ Communications 
✓ Output Support
✓ Landscape Analysis

Direct WG support
✓ Travel grants
✓ Workshop 

grants

Expert Support
✓ Subcontractors
✓ Contractors

3rd party grants
✓ Adoption 
✓ Demonstrators



RDA TIGER Services

“Outputs are 
impactful and 
used”

“Groups should have 
right participants and 
representation”

“Let experts 
concentrate on 

being experts”

“Direct support 
where
needed”

“Communicati
on is the key to 
collaboration”

Service quality 
control and Pilots 

Co-design with 
selected WGs 
and Pilots 

Selection Board 
for transparent 
service provision



RDA TIGER - Facilitation

Each group is assigned a Facilitator - a person handling the WG 
support

- Not a secretary, but can help with organisation, timing and 
meetings of the Group

- Helps the group with RDA hoops & maintaining cohesion and 
timelines

Main services: 

- Connects to other RDA TIGER services
- Helps form the group & work plan (+ case statement)
- Organises meetings & makes sure the assigned tasks are done
- Brings new tools and methods for group-work if needed
- Helps to keep momentum and diversity of opinions if needed
- Intended to lower the workload of the co-chairs
- Helps applying for additional support services
- Last mile support for outputs

Global Open Research Commons 

International Model RDA WG, RDA 

TIGER-Facilitated workshop in 

Gothenburg, part of RDA Plenary 20, 

March 2023



Application process

✓ Go to rd-alliance.org/rda-tiger 

✓ Click on 

✓ The call will remain open for the duration of the project. 

✓ We will onboard new WGs four times a year. 

✓ We have 4 cut-off/evaluation dates a year – next review deadline 1st of June 2024

✓ Applications are evaluated by the RDA TIGER Selection Committee 





Thank you! 
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